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Abstract

For more than a decade swine producers in North Carolina have been searching for
alternative methods for treating swine waste that not only protect the environment but also
produce value-added products whose sale can help to offset waste treatment costs. This
Conservation Innovation Grant (CIG) project, “Pilot Project for Value-Added Product
Development from Solid Waste Generated on Swine Farms”, was initiated to demonstrate
the technical and financial viability of products developed from the solid waste byproducts
from two alternative waste treatment systems. The overall objective of the project was to
determine the cost and market potential for swine waste derived soil amendment products
(i.e., compost and vermicompost) to determine the potential for the sale of these materials
to help off-set the cost of alternative swine waste treatment systems. While both
commercial companies participating in the project reported that they have markets to sell
more of their respective products than they currently produce, the independent market
analysis for this study indicates that it would take the production volume from less than six
percent of the total swine farms in North Carolina to saturate the current market volume for
soil amendments in North Carolina and five surrounding states. Based on the market
analysis assessment the production of soil amendment products is likely to have a minimal
impact on reducing alternative systems costs on a broad scale in the near future. Thus, the
CIG Project has helped to identify more specifically the number of farms that should be
investing in soil amendment product development and indicates that other sources of
revenue from other types of waste byproducts should be aggressively pursued.

Introduction

Animal Feeding Operations (AFOs) and Confined Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs)
have revolutionized the way many farmers raise animals for food. Sectors like the pork
industry have quickly adapted their management structure to increase efficiency in food
production, thereby allowing more animals to be produced in a smaller area. For several
years, a general need has been recognized to improve the waste treatment systems used on
AFOs and CAFOs such that the resources within the manure can be better captured, thus
reducing the loss of these materials to the environment.

North Carolina’s pork industry serves as a prime example of the transition in the livestock
industry. Over a five-year period (from 1991 to 1996), the number of hogs in North
Carolina grew from 2.6 million to over 10 million, with the population concentrated in
approximately 2,400 farms located mostly in the state’s central coastal plain. Those hogs
produce approximately 20 million tons of feces and urine every year, which is processed
and stored in open-air, earthen lagoons until it can be sprayed on farm fields. The lagoon-
based waste treatment process -- including the use of recycled lagoon water to flush barns
combined with the high density of animals in the barns and the use of high-pressure spray
guns for irrigation, add to the loss of ammonia and odor. Losses of ammonia and odor in
particular were identified as the major concern with lagoon and sprayfield systems by the
National Academy of Sciences (NAS) based upon regional and local risks to public health
and quality of life. (NAS 2003.)



Recognizing the need to identify more environmentally benign methods of hog farming,
the state of North Carolina embarked on a decade-long process to identify and convert its
industry to cleaner technological alternatives. That process began with a blue ribbon
commission that identified environmental and health risks associated with large swine
operations and recommended improvements to the industry and the laws that regulate it.
Soon after, the state passed a moratorium on all new farm construction. In 2000, the major
swine producers in the state — Smithfield Foods and Premium Standard Farms — agreed to
fund a process to identify environmentally superior technologies (ESTs) that meet
technical performance standards. These standards include drastic reductions in ammonia
nitrogen emissions, pathogens and odors' at a cost that is economically feasible for the
industry to implement. Generally, economic feasibility has been defined as a cost that will
not result in projected reduction in the hog inventory greater than 12%. * It is worth noting
that since the receipt of this CIG award, the North Carolina General Assembly through the
2007 Swine Farm Environmental Performance Standards Act instituted a permanent ban
on the construction of new lagoons in the state and adopted the EST performance standards
established through the Smithfield Agreement for new and expanding farms in the state.
Those standards have been promulgated in the North Carolina Administrative Code at 15
NCAC 02T .1307. That law also established a Lagoon Conversion Program to provide
cost share dollars for the installation of innovative systems that meet the performance
standards.

Currently, five technologies meet NC’s technical performance standards. The cost of these
systems nevertheless remains high,* which bars farmers’ access to these alternative
technologies. NC State University researchers recognized this issue in assessing economic
feasibility under the Smithfield Agreement process (the “Phase 3 Report”), and noted that
alternative technologies will become more affordable as cost savings are achieved through
on-the-ground refinements and improvements in the marketability of value-added
products. (NCSU 2006.) A key element of this project therefore was to assess the
production and marketing potential of the solids that are a byproduct of several of these
technologies. Viable markets for the byproducts, would enable producers to offset the cost
of implementing alternative technologies, and perhaps even generate revenue, thereby
making alternative technologies more affordable. Therefore, understanding the potential of
value-added products to generate added-income streams, and conversely, recognizing what

! Specific performance standards include (1) the elimination of the discharge of animal waste to surface
waters and groundwater through direct discharge, seepage or runoff; (2) the substantial elimination of
atmospheric emissions of ammonia; (3) the substantial elimination of emissions of odor that is detectable
beyond the boundaries of the parcel or tract of land on which the swine farm is located; (4) the substantial
elimination of the release of disease-transmitting vectors and airborne pathogens; and (5) the substantial
elimination of nutrient and heavy metal contamination of soil and groundwater. 2000 NC Attorney General’s
Agreement. These standards are based on guidelines adopted by the North Carolina General Assembly.
General Assembly of North Carolina, Session 1997, Session Law 1998-188, House Bill 1480.

* The Agreement does not define “economic feasibility.”

? See NCSU March 8, 2006, Phase 3 Technology Report available at
http://www.cals.ncsu.edu/waste_mgt/smithfield projects/phase3report06/phase3report.htm (hereinafter
“NCSU 20067).

* Employing the Smithfield Agreement metrics, the five technologies have not met the economic feasibility
standards for existing farms.




those markets can realistically bear, is key to developing a strategy to implement
alternative technologies on swine farms.

Against this backdrop, the overall project objective was to institute pilot projects and
conduct analyses to assess the technological and economical viability of two promising
value-added products generated from animal waste solids on farms that had installed
innovative waste treatment technologies. The specific objectives included:

(1) Evaluating the production and use of soil amendments derived from composted
swine waste solids;

(2) Evaluating the production of worm castings that used swine-waste solids as a feed
source to determine the price of production and whether the production complies
with EST technical performance standards as well as the currently proposed
environmental performance standards for new and expanding swine farms; and

(3) Assembling and evaluating market data to analyze the demand for an array of
related swine-waste-solids-derived value-added products (i.e., worm castings, soil-
less media, fertilizers, etc.), the potential for growth of the market, and the potential
profitability of each market.

Project Activities

The project activities were structured into three main areas: (1) the production of the soil
amendment products (compost and vermicompost); (2) the cost analysis of the production
processes; and (3) the analysis of the market potential for these same value-added products.

The large-scale production of thermophilic compost was conducted by Super Soil Systems
USA under the direction of Dr. Ray Campbell. Mr. Bob Binkley headed the efforts to
demonstrate the large-scale production of vermicompost for NatureWorks Organics.

Adrian Atkins and Dr. Mitch Renkow, both in the Agricultural and Resource Economics
Department at North Carolina State University, performed the cost analysis of the cost of
producing the soil amendment products. Their analysis was structured to account for the
cost of construction, operation and maintenance costs of the pilot systems, and projections
of how cost would change if the technologies were implemented industry wide. The Cost
Analysis Report can be found in Appendix A of this report.

Mary Muth, Melanie Ball and Anthony Lentz, at RTI International in conjunction with
Brian Murry, at the Nicholas Institute for Environmental Policy Solutions at Duke
University, conducted the market analysis. The market analysis was performed to estimate
the amount of the various products (from worm castings and the various soil amendments
from Super Soil composting) that the soil amendment market could potentially bear,
anticipated demand and potential market growth, and potential for market saturation. This
report is found in Appendix B.



Thermophilic Composting

The information detailed in this section is based, in part, on the findings provided by Dr.
Campbell in a report submitted October 16, 2009, (Appendix C).

Overview

The solids separation/ water treatment technology and the solids composting technologies
used by the Super Soils method have met the technical performance standards for ESTs
and the state’s environmental performance standards for new and existing swine farms.
Therefore, further technical performance analysis related to the production of the compost
was not required’. Grant funds along with Super Soil’s contributions resulted in
construction of a manufacturing facility to process composted swine solids into value-
added products for sale in nursery and consumer markets. Processing capacity should now
be adequate to handle solids received from a minimum of 10-15 standard-size finishing
farms (5,880 head) in North Carolina. Funding from the CIG project was specifically used
to purchase a grinder and develop a mixing/bagging line that can be used to automate
production and provide for bulk sales and bagging. Since Super Soil’s goal is to develop
several value-added products from compost, flexibility was a major objective in
development of the mixing/bagging line.

By purchasing a combination of new and refurbished equipment, Super Soil was able to
purchase a grinder for particle size reduction and install a computerized mixing/bagging
line including two 10-yard hoppers, two 4-yard hoppers, three small chemical hoppers, a
mixing head and conveyors to move product from the beginning of the line to a separate
conveyor for bulk loading or bagging. The bagging system now consists of a product
hopper and bag filling head for both one and two cubic foot bags, a sealer, and conveyor to
move the product through bagging, sealing, and stacking/palletizing for shipping. The line
will process up to 60-70 cu yd/hr bulk or bags at the rate of 12-14 two cu ft bags or 18-20
one cu ft bags/min. Since processing is very efficient, orders are processed on demand and
product inventory is minimized.

Equipment installation was completed on June 24, 2008. Since that time, the
mixing/bagging line has been used on demand to process product for distribution in North
Carolina, South Carolina, and Virginia.

> See NCSU Report, available at http://www.cals.ncsu.edu/waste_mgt/smithfield_projects/smithfieldsite.htm.
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Funding

A total of $215,870 was received from CIG funding. Super Soil spent an additional
$1,861.20 on construction materials and subcontracts, $3,787.88 on construction labor, and
$25,000 on project management. Super Soil also furnished a 50 x 120 ft building (6,000 sq
ft) valued at $217,000 for installation of the processing equipment. After construction,
Super Soil manufactured value-added products from composted swine solids for
distribution and sales in nursery and consumer markets to assist with the project
evaluation. Although a portion of Super Soils value-added products were intended to be
used by the NC Department of Transportation (NCDOT) for use in the Roadside
Beautification Program to assist in the evaluation of the product on a wide-scale, project
delays coupled with reduced state budgets for the Roadside Beautification Program
resulting from the economic downturn prevented the evaluation of Super Soils soil
amendment products by NCDOT.



Vermiculture

Portions of the information detailed in this section are based on the findings provided by
Mr. Bob Binkley in a report submitted October 19, 2009, (Appendix D).

Overview

The collaborator for this portion of the project is NatureWorks Organics, a North Carolina
LLC that was originally formed to create a waste remediation solution for North Carolina
hog farms through vermiculture of the manure solids captured from the waste stream on
individual farms. The resulting vermicompost (worm castings, vermicasts, etc.) would
then be sold in order to generate revenue and potentially offset some of the infrastructure
costs for innovative waste management systems and the vermicompost operation itself.

The vermiculture component was placed on a farm with an existing EST demonstration
site, thus pairing an already operational technology with an emerging technology. The
farm chosen for the vermiculture installation (Little Creek Hog Farm) uses a candidate
alternative technology (Environmental Technologies Closed Loop Technology) on its
3,500-head swine operation to treat the water and separate the solids, which in turn will be
used to produce the vermicompost.’

CIG funding was utilized in the design and construction of a vermiculture facility to handle
the separated swine waste solids from a swine finishing farm housing approximately 3,500
animals. The vermiculture barn was constructed on the Little Creek Hog Farm on a piece
of property adjacent to the farm office and across the road from the swine barns. The
facility consists of a roofed structure to house and protect the worm beds from adverse
weather conditions. A series of trenches were dug inside the footprint of the barn, into
which the worms have been placed, and onto which waste solids from the Closed Loop
technology will be applied. The waste solids will be collected in a modified manure
spreader that will be used to feed the captured solids to the worms at a controlled rate. The
worms eat their way up through the solids to the surface, leaving castings beneath. It is
anticipated that worm castings will be harvested every nine to ten months.

% The Closed Loop technology meets all the technical performance standards except for pathogens. It is
anticipated that this last criteria will be met by this technology in an upcoming iteration.



Vermicomposting Barn and Trenches.

Due to project delays the vermicomposting barn was not completed in time to conduct the
environmental performance of the vermiculture composting process consistent with the NC
Attorney General’s Agreement process (which is consistent with reviews to determine
compliance with the environmental performance standards passed for new and expanding
farms in 2007). NatureWorks Organics, as part of its cost share commitment, has provided
$52,000 to North Carolina State University to complete the evaluation of the technical
characteristics of the vermicompost material. Methods used will be comparable to those
described for the emissions and technical analysis of the Super soils compost technology.’
These include measurement of emissions of odor and ammonia, analysis of reduction in
pathogens, and a nitrogen, phosphorus, copper and zinc mass balance analysis. Where
possible, analyses completed by other entities will be sought out in lieu of redundant
analysis to determine whether the products meet organic standards and Class A bio-solids
standards.

The economic analysis of the cost of vermiculture composting was performed and is
reported in the Cost Modeling Report found in Appendix A. This analysis accounts for the
cost of construction, with estimated operation and maintenance costs, and projections of
the amount of worm casting compost that could be produced at the pilot site and if adopted
industry-wide.

7 See http://www.cals.ncsu.edu/waste_mgt/smithfield_projects/phase2report05/phase2report.htm, see
Appendices Al, A7, A8, and A9.




While the full-scale vermicomposting facility was being designed and built a small-scale
experiment was established at North Carolina State University’s Lake Wheeler Road Field
Laboratory to collect preliminary data on vermicompost physical and chemical properties
and the potential for pathogen reduction in the finished material. During a 12-month
period, over 5,200 pounds of separated swine solids were added to a worm bin at a rate of
approximately 0.3 pounds per square foot of bed surface area. Approximately 1,560
pounds of castings were collected from the small-scale bed. The recovered castings
contained approximately 42% of the nitrogen and 82% of the phosphorus that was present
in the waste material originally applied. The vermicomposting of the small-scale bed also
provided a 3-log reduction in the number of bacterial indicators for which analysis was
conducted, including fecal coliform, E. coli, and enterocci. Because the criteria for the
EST determination requires a 4-log reduction®, an additional treatment will likely be
required to meet the EST requirement as well as the new performance standards.
NatureWorks Organics already adds a drying step at its centralized process facility that
may provide additional treatment. The potential for additional treatment benefits will be
verified during the full-scale evaluation that will occur once worm castings become
available for analysis by North Carolina State University.

Funding

Of the grant funding, $83,700 was used to design and construct the on-farm
vermicomposting system. In addition, NatureWorks Organics contributed $190,000
toward the project, including project management costs, the purchase of worms, and
$52,000 in funding provided to North Carolina State University for the environmental
performance verification of the system.

¥ This requirement specifically applies to the terms of the Smithfield Agreement.



Funding Received and Expended

Received Expended
Federal Conservation Innovation Grant $352,988 $352,988
Additional Project Funds and Sources
North Carolina Department of Natural Resources
Division of Soil and Water $96,408 $96,408
Division of Soil and Water, Cost Share $29,000 Obligated, but
Program not yet
expended
Nicholas Institute for Environmental Policy $18,411
Solutions, Duke University (In-Kind Contribution)
SuperSoils System USA (Cash and In-Kind $247,649
Contribution)
NatureWorks Organics (Cash and In-Kind $190,000
Contribution
Environmental Defense Fund (In-Kind $8,000
Contribution)
TOTAL | $478,396 $913,456
Results

Both thermophilic composting and vermicomposting offer opportunities to convert
separated swine manure solids into a value-added project, provided that these products can
be produced and marketed effectively. Both of the commercial companies participating in
the project reported that current market demand outstrips their individual production
capacities. However, company reports contradict the independent market analysis
performed for this CIG project, which indicates that it would take soil amendment
production volumes from less than six percent of the total swine farms in North Carolina to
saturate the current market demand for soil amendments in North Carolina and
surrounding states’. Because researchers had only anecdotal evidence of the potential of
project participants to increase their respective market shares, we must rely on the market
analysis assessment performed for this project that the production of soil amendment
products represents a small portion of potential outlets for swine-waste derived byproducts.

? Muth, Mary, Melanie Ball, and Anthony Lentz, Market Analysis for Swine Waste Co-Products: Soil
Amendments, Final Report, 2009.
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To achieve the economic feasibility of innovative waste management systems on a broad
scale basis, other product development and new markets should be aggressively explored
and promoted, including use of waste solids for energy generation. With respect to soil
amendments and compost byproducts, for these technologies to significantly impact the
economic feasibility of alternative swine waste treatment technologies, it will require the
development of new market outlets or an increased use in current markets. Producers of
soil amendments and compost products should engage in large scale, effective marketing
campaigns to realize greater market shares, but overall investments in such production
should be conservative to ensure that supply does not outstrip market demand."’.

Potential for Transferability of Results and Conclusions

Several issues have been identified that should help with future work involving soil
amendments from animal waste solids. The most important issues in marketing compost
and gaining public acceptance relate in different ways to quality control. So long as
compost is perceived as having inconsistent quality, it will not gain wide acceptance for
many potential uses. There may also be an unfavorable perception of swine manure as a
feedstock for soil amendments, at least for some uses. Feedstock biases have been found
to be the greatest marketing challenge facing the compost industry''. For soil amendments
to gain wide acceptance a system of measuring properties of compost and providing
guarantees to the users of the quality characteristics will be essential. Programs such as the
U.S. Composting Council’s (USCC) Seal of Testing Assurance (STA) can dramatically
improve how compost products are defined and provide assurance of characteristics and
quality'®. One of the most important factors to consider in increasing the use of swine
waste derived soil amendments is the need to educate residents and businesses on the
benefits and proper use of these materials, and to encourage technical assistance providers
to help with this education and outreach.

Moreover, the economic analysis provides standardized production costs and will help in
evaluating overall construction costs and benefits to implementing soil amendment
production alongside or as a compliment to innovative swine waste management systems.

Challenges, Failures, and Improvements for Future Projects

The project faced several challenges that inhibited the swift implementation of the
byproduct production processes, including delays related to the construction of the
structure to house the vermicompost project, which has delayed production of materials for
technical assessment. A performance assessment methodology and plan for use of the
Super Soils soil amendments on NCDOT projects also may have helped to guarantee that
Super Soil byproducts would be delivered for use and testing in the Roadside
Beautification Program. However, delays and budget constraints that prevented

' Humenik et al. Final Report, Development of Marketable By-Products From Alternative Swine Waste
Treatment Technologies, Submitted to the Golden Leaf Foundation, July 2005.

' Alexander, R. 2000. Compost marketing trends in the U.S. BioCycle, Vol.41, No.7, pp. 64-66.

12 Coker, C.; N. Goldstein. 2004. Characterizing the composting industry. BioCycle, Vol.45, No.12, pp. 20-
22.
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implementation of this aspect of the project owing to the economic downturn could not
have been avoided.

For future projects, it is recommended that project participants receive a detailed outline of
expected activities, deliverables, and commit to information sharing with Project
Coordinators. For this particular project, where cost analysis was a critical component,
receipt of input costs from the participating producers would have allowed for a better
assessment of production costs and revenue generating potential of the various byproducts.
In addition, for projects involving several collaborators from various organizations and
economic sectors, regular meetings or status reports are advised.

12
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1. Introduction

In an effort to improve the economic feasibility of their systems, technology providers
have placed an emphasis on producing and marketing swine waste by-products. Two such
products, each included in the broader category of soil amendments, are Super Soil
Systems’ thermophilic compost and NatureWorks Organics’ vermicompost. Each of these
soil amendments uses separated swine solids as the feedstock for its composting process.
While the RTI final report (“Market Analysis of Swine Waste Co-Products: Soil
Amendments”) will focus on the marketability and large-scale market effects associated
with the Super Soils and NatureWorks Organics products, the purpose of this report is to
analyze the costs and returns associated with the construction and operation of these
facilities.

Costs and returns models were constructed using the same assumptions, parameters, and
guidelines used by the Task 1 Economics Team in its economic feasibility assessment of
alternative swine waste management systems under the Smithfield Foods-Premium
Standard Farms Agreements with the North Carolina Attorney General. See Zering and
Wohlgenant(d)

(http://www.cals.ncsu.edu/waste_mgt/smithfield projects/phase2report05/cd,web%20files/
B1.pdf) for a detailed description of this modeling process.

Both of the technologies modeled in this report involve the treatment of separated solids.
Rather than “complete process” systems which treat the entire waste stream, these are
viewed as “add-on” systems that must be used in conjunction with another technology that
includes a solids separation unit process. The annualized costs reported in this document
are to be viewed as incremental. That is, they represent costs in addition to the costs of the
“compete process” system to which they are associated. As discussed in Zering and
Wohlgenant(d), the costs of “complete process” systems are themselves incremental (in
that they represent only the annualized costs above and beyond the baseline (lagoon and
sprayfield) technology.

II. Composting as a Biological Process

Composting can be defined as the aerobic decomposition of organic materials under
controlled conditions into a soil-like substance. During this process, microorganisms break
down complex organic compounds into simpler substances including carbon dioxide,
water, minerals, and stabilized organic matter (compost). Composting is a heat-producing
process that enables the destruction of pathogens and weed seeds that may be present in the
organic feedstock (Sherman). The most efficient composting occurs when conditions that
encourage the growth of microorganisms are established and maintained. Specifically,
some of these conditions include: the proper ratio of carbon and nitrogen in the blended
organic materials to promote microbial activity and growth, sufficient oxygen levels to
support aerobic organisms, moisture levels that uphold biological activity without
hindering aeration, and the proper temperature (a warm environment) to promote
microorganism growth (Sherman).
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The composting process has a thermophilic active stage during which oxygen consumption
and heat generation attain their highest levels. Following this active period, there is a
mesophilic curing stage during which organic materials compost at a much slower rate.
Left unattended, the process will continue until all of the available nutrients are consumed
by microorganisms and most of the carbon is converted to carbon dioxide. Generally,
however, depending on its desired end use, compost is judged to be “finished” at some
earlier point (prior to total decomposition) as determined by factors like C:N ratio,
temperature, oxygen demand, and odor (Sherman). Depending on the type of feedstock
used, the acceptable range for C:N ratio will vary. Ranges of between 20:1 and 25:1 are
often cited as indicative of “mature” compost. The preferred range for moisture content
during the composting process is between 50-60 %. At moisture contents below 40 %,
composting efficiency is hindered by slowed microbial growth. When moisture levels
exceed 65 %, water begins to displace air within the organic material which leads to
anaerobic conditions. Oxygen levels in the range of 16-18.5 % are ideal for efficient
composting. When oxygen levels fall below 6 %, the composting process slows and odor
levels rise. To increase oxygen during the composting process, the compost pile can be
turned mechanically or aerated by force via blowers. The most effective composting
occurs with pH levels between 6.5 and 8.0. A pH level below 6.0 can slow the process,
while a pH level above 8.0 can produce odor and the release of ammonia. The ideal
temperature range during the active composting stage is between 130-140° F. As active
composting slows, the temperature within the compost pile will fall to 100° F and,
ultimately, level out to the ambient air temperature (Sherman).

II1. Vermicomposting as a Biological Process (Munroe)

Vermicomposting can be defined as the process by which worms (e.g, Eisenia fetida) are
used to convert organic materials into a humus-like material. In order to process the
material as efficiently as possible, one must maintain a maximum worm population density
at all times. This differs from vermiculture, a process in which one optimizes reproductive
rates by keeping population densities relatively low. Munroe lists five essential elements
necessary for a successful vermicomposting environment: bedding, a food source, adequate
moisture, adequate aeration, and protection from temperature extremes. A good bedding
source is one that combines high absorbency, good bulking potential, and a high carbon-to-
nitrgoen ratio. Shredded paper or cardboard makes an excellent bedding source; on-farm
organic resources like straw and hay can be used for bedding also (or, optimally, combined
with shredded paper/cardboard). The food source used in this report is separated swine
solids—a feedstock that has been found to provide good nutrition to the worms while
producing a vermicompost with excellent physical characteristics for a commercial
fertilizer. The ideal range of moisture content for optimal vermicomposting is between 70-
90%. While the separated swine solids used in this project fall comfortably within this
range, the NatureWorks Organics process includes a watering system to precisely control
moisture content.

As a general rule-of-thumb in conventional composting, one ton of inputs results in one

cubic yard of final product. The weight of this cubic yard of compost, although it varies as
a function of moisture content, is around half a ton—that is approximately 50% of the
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mass is lost during the composting process (mostly as moisture and CO,). Because the
vermicomposting process is more variable than the more prevalent (and established)
composting procedure, there is also more variability in regard to projecting vermicompost
outputs. Generally, the output from the vermicomposting process will vary from about
10% to close to 50% of the original weight of the inputs. Like in conventional
composting, this percentage will vary as a function of the type of inputs used and the type
of system used. As the ratio of high-carbon to high-nitrogen inputs increases, one can
project a ceteris paribus increase in output weight as a proportion of input weight.

The three basic types of on-farm vermicomposting systems described by Munroe are
windrows, beds or bins, and flow-through reactors. Windrows can be either of two types:
batch or continuous-flow. A batch system is one in which the bedding and food source are
mixed, the worms are added, and nothing more is done until the process is completed. In a
continuous-flow system, feed and new bedding are added incrementally to the existing mix
on a regular basis.

Like conventional compost, vermicompost has proven benefits to agricultural soil,
including increased moisture retention, better nutrient-holding capacity, better soil
structure, and higher levels of microbial activity. The existing literature has also identified
a few areas in which vermicompost has proven to be superior to conventional compost.
These include: level of plant-available nutrients (higher in nitrate, lower in ammonium
relative to traditional compost), level of beneficial micro-organisms, ability to stimulate
plant growth, ability to suppress disease, and ability to repel pests (Arancon, et al.(a),
Arancon, et al.(b)).

See the Muth et al. RTI report (“Market Analysis of Swine Waste Co-Products: Soil
Amendments”) for a thorough discussion of the marketability and potential value of both
conventional compost and vermicompost. Also see the RTI report for a detailed
explanation of the types of soil amendment products that Super Soils and NatureWorks
Organics are currently producing, and plan to produce in the future.

IV. Site and Technology Overview for the Super Soils Composting Value-Added
Process

The Super Soils composting facility and mixing/bagging manufacturing building were
constructed at the Hickory Grove site in Sampson County, NC. The facility received
separated swine manure solids from the Super Soils on-farm site at Goshen Ridge Farm in
Duplin County, NC, approximately 30 miles away from the Hickory Grove site. The
separated solids were transported daily via trailers from Goshen Ridge to Hickory Grove.
More about the Super Soils process (including data on separation efficiency and costs) can
be found at:

http://www.cals.ncsu.edu/waste _mgt/smithfield projects/supersoils2ndgeneration/pdfs/eco
nomic_assessment.pdf
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The Super Soils composting facility as constructed at Hickory Grove consisted of an open
shed, with dimensions of 250 feet in length by 40 feet in width. Within the shed, five
composting bins were housed, as well as designated areas for loading, unloading, and
mixing. A concrete pad was used for unloading manure solids and subsequently mixing
the manure solids with bulking agents. A front-end loader was used to carry loads of the
manure/bulking agent mixture from the mixing pad to the composting bins. Each of the 5
composting bins (or channels) measured 192 feet in length, 6.46 feet in width, and 3.04
feet in depth. A mechanical mixer (automated bin composter) with a 7.5-HP motor moved
daily through each of the bins to agitate the compost and advance it through the length of
the bin. Retention time in the bins was reported as 30 days (assuming that the composter
agitated and advanced the compost in each bin daily), meaning that the mixer advanced the
compost by about 6.4 feet (192 feet / 30 days) per day. If the composter was only used 5
days per week, retention time in the bins would increase from 30 days to about 40 days.
After advancing the length of the bin (30 days), compost was moved into uncovered
windrows for at least 30 days of additional curing. Once 30 days of curing was completed,
the composting process was finished and the compost product is considered stable and
mature. For a costs and returns analysis of the Super Soils composting facility, see the
report available at:

http://www.cals.ncsu.edu/waste _mgt/smithfield projects/phase3report06/pdfs/B.11.pdf.

The covered mixing and bagging facility was also constructed at the Hickory Grove site
adjacent to the composting facility. An uncovered grinder resting on a constructed
concrete pad was also included at this site as part of the Super Soils value-added soil
amendment production process. The mixing and bagging facility is comprised of four
hoppers, three chemical boxes, a mixer, a mixing belt/conveyor, an incline belt/conveyor,
an air compressor, and a bulk loading/bagging/sealing unit process. Hoppers 1 and 2 are
each 10 cubic yards in volume, while hoppers 3 and 4 each hold 4 cubic yards of material.
The three chemical boxes use a single 0.25 HP agitator/stirrer. The amount of equipment
used (and the accompanying total horsepower/electricity cost of the process) depends of
the degree of sophistication of the recipe. The most sophisticated soil amendment product
made by Super Soils will incorporate all four hoppers and all three chemical boxes, as well
as all belts and agitators, the mixer, and the bulk loading/bagging equipment. The simplest
recipe would only use a single hopper (with conveyor belt and agitator), the mixer head
and belt, incline belt, and bulk loading/bagging equipment. Some of Super Soils product
recipes also require that at least one of the components enter the grinding/pulverizing
equipment before being loaded into the appropriate hopper.

Bulk soil amendment operations can be overseen by a single line operator. This individual
is charged with operating the machinery and keeping the hoppers full of the necessary
ingredients for mixing and loading. The system is equipped with a computer that can
automate the process to produce the required volume of cubic yards to fill an order. Once
the operator enters the required information into the automated system, his primary
responsibility becomes hopper maintenance and filling. For bagging operations, the
required number of personnel depends on the speed at which an order must be filled. As
little as one operator can handle the bagging process, but it becomes more efficient as
additional workers are added to the line. To optimize the bagging process, Super Soils
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would require one worker for line operation and hopper management, two workers on the
bagging shoot, and a worker on the sealer. An additional two workers would be needed for
stacking of the finished product. The speed and efficiency of the operation could be
further optimized by the use of additional equipment like a palleting unit and shrink
wrapper. This analysis, however, does not assume the use of this additional equipment.
Super Soils is currently operating the equipment with its available personnel—generally
two employees, but sometimes as many as three. It fills orders on demand while
maintaining very little ready-to-ship inventory. Depending on market demand, the volume
of stored inventory could be increased. The model as presented in this report does not
include a warehouse/storage facility for soil amendment inventories.

V. Site and Technology Overview for the NatureWorks Organics Vermicomposting
Process

The separated swine solids providing the food source for the vermicomposting facility will
be collected in conjunction with the Environmental Technologies closed-loop system. The
Environmental Technologies closed-loop system is located on Chuck Stokes Farm near
Ayden, North Carolina. This technology treats the manure produced from three finishing
houses, each with a capacity of 1,224 head. In total, the closed-loop system treated the
flushed manure from 3,672-head (495,720 pounds of SSLW) capacity of finishing pigs.

Flushed manure from the houses is diverted to an equalization (buffering) tank as the first
step of the closed-loop process. From the equalization tank, manure is pumped to an
inclined-screen solids separator. Separated solids are collected in a spreader and
eventually will be sent to the on-farm vermicomposting facility. Liquid effluent from the
solids separation process is injected with a sanitizer/disinfectant (trichloromelamine, or
TCM) and a polymer flocculant (a proprietary polymer formulation developed by
Environmental Technologies, LLC) before being pumped into a settling tank. While in the
settling tank, flocculated solids fall to the bottom of the tank over a retention time of 3-4
hours. The settled solids at the bottom of the tank will be vermicomposted along with
solids collected from the inclined-screen separator. For more on the closed-loop system
(including separator efficiency and cost), see:
http://www.cals.ncsu.edu/waste_mgt/smithfield projects/phase3report06/pdfs/B.4.pdf

One of the touted advantages of the vermicomposting process is its relative ease of
construction and operation. The facility analyzed in this report consists of simply an
enclosed building and concrete trenches to house the worms, bedding material, and food
source (separated swine solids). The trenches are also equipped with a watering system
and lighting system such that the optimal moisture content and temperature of the process
can be constantly maintained. The NatureWorks Organics facility studied in this report
was sized to process 11,000 pounds of wet weight manure every 24 hours (plus
approximately 20% excess capacity). The separated solids are added to the trenches using
a 50-HP tractor. The worms are able to consume 100% of the food source, and no
restocking of the worms is anticipated in order to maintain this rate of consumption.
Castings are collected every 6-9 months using a tractor-driven harvester. This harvester
can remove the worms, harvest the castings, then return the worms back to the trenches
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without harm. Post-harvest, the castings are warehoused for several days to dry and be
tested. Once they are sufficiently dry (depending on the customer and application), the
castings are screened and packaged in accordance with the needs of the consumer. For this
analysis, no cost invoices were received for bagging or post-harvest processes. Thus, the
model assumes that vermicompost will only be sold as bulk castings. NatureWorks
Organics does sell bagged products in 2-cubic-yard “Super Sacks,” 5-quart bags, and 25-
quart bags (Muth et al.). With the necessary cost invoices and operating parameters to
describe the bagging process, the model could easily be extended to include the costs and
returns of both bulk and bagged vermicompost products.

VI. Modeling Assumptions, Invoiced Cost Summaries, and Projected Costs and
Returns for the Super Soils Composting Value-Added Facility (Tables SA.1.-SA.13.)

Tables SA.1. and SA.2. list the modeling assumptions used for Expansion Plan 2 of Super
Soils Hickory Grove composting facility. This model is described in detail in the Task 1
team’s costs and returns report for this technology (see Zering and Wohlgenant(c)). Most
importantly to the Super Soils mixing and bagging facility model that is the focus of this
report is the assumption that 6,474 cubic yards of compost are produced annually at the
composting facility. Table SA.3. provides some key assumptions and parameters used in
the model. Using the solids separation rate and compost volume parameters in Table
SA.3., it can be calculated that 6,474 cubic yards of compost can be produced using the
annual waste from 1,024,837 pounds of SSLW (7,591 feeder-to-finish head). That is, two
standardized 4,320-head feeder-to-finish farms could provide the necessary separated
solids for the Expansion 2 compost facility and the mixing/bagging system modeled in this
paper. According the manufacturer’s estimates on operating capacity, the system can
process 65 cubic yards per hour (of bulk product). At top speed (for bulk compost), the
system could process the projected 9,711 cubic yards of throughput (at a ratio of 1 part
mixing inputs to 2 parts compost) in about 150 hours (or about 30 minutes per day of
operation). Ifused 340 days a year for 8 hours per day, the system could process an
estimated 176,800 cubic yards of product per year. At the assumed proportion of compost,
it would take 32 standardized 4,320-head farms to produce enough solids to operate this
facility at full capacity. The composting facility would need to be expanded by a factor of
18 in order to provide enough feedstock to fully operate the mixing and bagging facility.
While it is the purpose of the RTI paper to determine whether enough market demand
exists to warrant full capacity operation of this facility, it suffices to say that there is more
than enough excess capacity if demand increases would arise. Also note that the costs and
returns analyses conducted in this paper assume that only 9,711 cubic yards of product are
being processed annually (5.5% of the facility’s full capacity).

Table SA.4. lists the motorized components, horsepowers, and electricity costs associated
with this system. Annual electric costs are relatively low due to the assumptions regarding
throughput discussed in the previous paragraph. As the facility approaches its full
capacity, electricity costs will rise in proportion to the increase in throughput. Table SA.S.
through SA.7. list the invoiced costs associated with this technology. Four cost invoices
were received for this project: on January 29, 2007, September 16, 2007, May 12, 2008,
and June 24, 2008. Invoiced costs were received and approved by Mark Rice before being
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forwarded to the economics team for use in this analysis. Total invoices for the project
summed to $213,861.20—primarily for the grinding, mixing, and bagging equipment
(85%). The remaining 15% of invoiced costs were related to the construction of the
facility housing the equipment.

Tables SA.8. through SA.13. provide predicted cost summaries and itemized cost tables
detailing the annualized technology costs under three different scenarios: Tables SA.8. and
SA.9. assume a bulk soil amendment is produced, Tables SA.10. and SA.11. assume that
2-cubic-feet bags of soil amendment are produced, and Tables SA.12. and SA.13. assume
that 1-cubic-foot bags of soil amendment are produced. Total and annual construction
costs are the same for all three scenarios, with the only differences arising in the bagging
costs line item of the operating costs section. Any linear combination of bulk and bagged
(in either of two sizes) product can be produced at this facility. The model can easily be
extended to calculate the costs and break-even prices associated with any combination of
bulked and bagged soil amendments. Predicted annualized costs for each scenario are:
$119,254.99 for bulk (see Table SA.8.), $208,442.31 for 2-cubic-feet bags (see Table
SA.10.), and $258,219.40 for 1-cubic-foot bags (see Table SA.12.). Tables SA.8., SA.10.,
and SA.12. also provide break-even prices for three different scenarios: 1.) the break-even
price to cover only the mixing and bagging facility, 2.) the break-even price to cover the
mixing/bagging and composting (Expansion Plan 2) facilities, and 3.) the break-even price
to cover the mixing/bagging facility, composting facility, and solids separation technology.

Avoided land application costs of separated solids are accounted for in the Super Soils
composting facility model and report. As such, this avoided cost in not included again in
the mixing and bagging costs and returns model. As this is modeled to be an on-farm
system, transportation costs of separated solids (from a farm to a centralized
composting/processing facility) are not included in the model. For a centralized facility
analysis, a transportation costs component would need to be added (based on the selection
of a site, then a calculation of the amount of potential separated swine solids within a given
radius of that proposed site).

VII. Modeling Assumptions, Invoiced Cost Summaries, and Projected Costs and
Returns for the NatureWorks Organics Vermicomposting Facility (Tables SA.14.-
SA.17)

Table SA.13. lists the modeling assumptions and parameters used in the vermicomposting
analysis. Separation efficiencies and moisture content are based on performance data from
the Task 1 team’s closed-loop costs and returns report. The conversion ratio of 25% (i.e.,
25 pounds of harvested castings per every 100 pounds of wet weight separated solids
added to the system) is based on Munroe (and literature cited in this reference for existing
vermicomposting facilities). Once performance data becomes available for the
NatureWorks Organics facility (specifically for conversion efficiency), this system-specific
data can replace some of the more general parameters currently in the model. Ata
processing rate of 11,000 pounds per day (and an assumed 340 production day per year),
this system could process 1,870 wet tons of separated solids per year (426.4 dry tons).
Using the inclined-screen separator associated with the closed-loop technology, it would

22



take 7,290 feeder-finish head to produce the amount of solids needed for a
vermicomposting operation of this size. With a more efficient solids separator (like the
one used by Super Soils), enough separated solids could be collected from a single
standardized feeder-to-finish farm (4,320 head). In general, solids separation efficiency
plays a significant role in analyses involving swine solids. See Table SSCF.38 on page 35
of Zering and Wohlgenant(c) to see the impact that separation efficiency can have. In the
RTI report (Muth et al.), there is also a discussion of separation efficiency as it impacts
potential regional compost/soil amendment supply. Table SA.15. summarizes the invoiced
costs associated with the vermicomposting system. These invoices were collected and
verified by Mark Rice. As seen in SA.15., the total invoiced cost of the vermicomposting
facility was $136,975. The two largest cost components were for the erection and
construction of the facility and for the foundation and concrete work to construct the
trenches. Table SA.16. shows the predicted annualized costs and break-even prices of this
system. Table SA.17. reports an itemized breakdown of the costs of the technology. Both
SA.16. and SA.17. assume the production of a bulk vermicompost product. If bagging
costs and operating parameters were made available, the model could easily be extended to
include analyses for various sized bagged products (as in the Super Soils mixing and
bagging analysis). As reported in Table SA.17., the avoided annualized costs of land
applying solids ($14,143.22) almost totally offset the predicted annual operating costs of
the vermicomposting facility ($14,291.34). Because of this land application cost
avoidance, the annualized costs of the facility are comprised almost entirely of capital
expenditures. Total annualized costs of the vermicomposting system were predicted to be
$29,359.57. This equates to break-even prices of $62.80 / wet ton (to cover the costs of the
vermicomposting facility only) or $78.07 / wet ton (to cover both the facility and the solids
separator).

VIII. Conclusions

The purpose of this report is to analyze the costs and returns associated with solids
treatment “add-on” technologies. The Super Soils mixing and bagging facility is modeled
to be used in conjunction with the Super Soils “2nd Generation” technology and the Super
Soils composting facility. The NatureWorks Organics vermicomposting facility is
modeled to be used in conjunction with the Environmental Technologies “closed-loop”
system. Both technologies are modeled as on-farm systems, meaning that transportation
costs are not considered in the analysis. For a centralized facility framework, it would be
imperative to include a detailed North Carolina-specific spatial transportation model to the
existing costs. As these systems are proposed as alternatives to the baseline method of
land applying separated solids, the model explicitly credits each technology for its avoided
cost of annual solids application. The Super Soils mixing and bagging facility analysis
considers three different scenarios: 1.) production of bulk soil amendment, 2.) production
of 1-cubic-foot bags of soil amendment, and 3.) production of 2-cubic-feet bags of soil
amendment. The NatureWorks Organics analysis only considers the production of a bulk
soil amendment product. This analysis could easily be extended to include a bagged
product if the necessary data were made available.
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The tables presented in the report summarize the annualized costs of each technology
under each production scenario (bulk versus bagged). Break-even prices are also reported
for different scenarios (for example, with and without including the annualized cost of the
solids separation unit process).

It is important to note that performance data was not collected for either of these
technologies to verify processing rates, system efficiencies, etc. The modeling
assumptions are largely based on manufacturers’ recommendations, existing literature, and
the input of the technology providers. The Super Soils composting facility was subject to
an extended period of performance data collection as part of an earlier costs and returns
analysis. Likewise, the solids separation unit processes for both systems were also subject
to a more thorough level of data collection regarding their performance and efficiency. It
is important to verify the modeling assumptions used in this report via a prolonged (e.g.,
12 months, including a cool and warm season) period of continuous operation, monitoring,
and data collection. Until such a demonstration is undertaken, the confidence in these
costs and returns projections will remain relatively low as compared to technologies with
more robust data collection and performance verification histories.
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Tables SA.1. through SA13.: Modeling Assumptions, Estimated Electricity Use for
By-Product Technologies, Invoiced Construction Costs, and Predicted Costs and
Returns Summaries for Super Soils Composting Value-Added Facility

Table SA.1. Bin Volumes and Loading Rates for Expansion Plan 2* (Vanotti,
Campbell)

Length of bin (ft.) 192.0
Width of bin (ft.) 19.6
Depth of bin (ft.) 3.04
Volume of bin (ft.%) 11,440
Retention time in bin (days) 30.0
Average daily volume added to bin (ft.%) 381.3
Daily volume of swine solids added to bin (ft.?) 127.1
Daily volume of cotton gin trash added to bin (ft.”) 254.2

* See the Task 1 team’s Super Soils composting facility technology report (Zering and Wohlgenant(c))

Table SA.2. Amount (Volume and Weight) of Finished Compost Produced with
Expansion Plan 2*

Average feedstock added per bin per day 381.3 ft.

Total feedstock added per day 1,906.5 ft.}

Volume reduction in bins 74.9 %

Compost volume removed from bins per day 478.6 ft.> (17.73 yd.%)
Compost volume removed from bins per year 174,801 ft.* (6,474 yd.?)
Density of compost product (before curing) 42.43 1bs. / ft.}

Compost weight** removed from bins per day 20,307 wet Ibs. (10.15 wet tons)
Compost weight** removed from bins per year 7,416,986 wet Ibs. (3,708 wet tons)

* Assuming that all 5 bins are agitated once per day
** In wet Ibs. / tons, with a moisture content of 54.7%.
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Table SA.3. Modeling Assumptions for the Composting Value-Added Facility

Solids separation efficiency

Moisture content of separated solids
Solids separation rate

Compost volume
Compost weight

Bulk compost operating capacity
Bagged compost operating capacity (2-
cubic-feet bags)

Bagged compost operating capacity (1-
cubic-foot bags)

Mixing capacity

Ratio of mixing inputs to compost inputs
Cost of mixing inputs

Grinding capacity

Grinder fuel usage

Diesel cost

% Grinder throughput

Cost of bagging label

Cost of 2-cubic-feet bag

Cost of 1-cubic-foot bag

Compost volume (from bins)*

Mixing volume*

Total soil amendment product produced*

88.25 % of dry solids (mass balance basis)
(Zering and Wohlgenant)

75.1 % (Zering and Wohlgenant)

4.3 wet tons / 1,000 1bs. SSLW (@ 75.1 %
moisture content) (Zering and Wohlgenant)
5.9 cubic yards of bulk compost / dry ton of
separated solids (Zering and Wohlgenant)
3.38 wet tons of bulk compost / dry ton of
separated solids (Zering and Wohlgenant)
65 cubic yards / hour (Campbell)

13 bags / minute (Campbell)

19 bags / minute (Campbell)

50 cubic yards / hour (Campbell)
1 part mixing inputs : 2 parts compost
$15 / cubic yard

30 cubic yards / hour (Campbell)
1.5 gallons of diesel / hour

$2.75 / gallon

25% of total mixing input volume
$0.13 / bag (Campbell)

$0.55 / bag (Campbell)

$0.40 / bag (Campbell)

6,474 cubic yards / year

3,237 cubic yards / year

9,711 cubic yards / year

* Assuming compost is produced using Expansion Plan 2 as described in the Task 1 Super Soils composting
facility technology report (Zering and Wohlgenant(c))
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Table SA.4. Super Soils Composting Value-Added Process Estimated Electric Power

Requirements
Daily power
Unit Process / Motorized HP Power Run-time requirement
Component Component (hp) (kw) (hrs. / day)* (kWh / day)
Hopper 1 Belt 3.0 2.6 0.6 1.6
Hopper 1 Agitator 2.0 1.7 0.6 1.0
Hopper 1 subtotal 2.6
Hopper 2 Belt 3.0 2.6 0.4 1.0
Hopper 2 Agitator 2.0 1.7 0.4 0.7
Hopper 2 subtotal 1.7
Hopper 3 Belt 3.0 2.6 0.2 0.5
Hopper 3 Agitator 1.5 1.3 0.2 0.3
Hopper 3 subtotal 0.8
Hopper 4 Belt 1.5 1.3 0.2 0.3
Hopper 4 subtotal 0.3
Chemical box 1 Belt 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.2
Chemical box 1 Stirrer 0.25 0.2 0.4 0.1
Chemical box 1 subtotal 0.3
Chemical boxes 2 and 3 Belts 1.0 0.8 0.4 0.3
Chemical boxes 2 and 3 subtotal 0.3
Mixing head -- 2.0 1.7 0.6 1.0
Mixing belt -- 3.0 2.6 0.6 1.6
Incline belt -- 1.5 1.3 0.6 0.8
Bulk Hydraulic power unit 10.0 8.5 0.6 5.1
loading/bagging/sealing
Air compressor -- 5.0 4.3 0.006 0.03
Total kWh / day 14.53
Daily electric costs** $1.16
Annual electric costs*** $395.22

* Daily run-times are based on the assumed compost production rate at Hickory Grove with all 5 bins in operation under
Expansion Plan 2 (6,474 cubic yards per year), a soil amendment mix that is 67% compost and 33% other ingredients,
and an equal allocation across three recipes which use a varying amount of mixing equipment based on their complexity.
It is also assumed that half of the soil amendment product is produced in bulk operations, with the other half being
produced in 1-cubic-foot bags.
** Operating costs calculations based on a rate of $0.08 / kWh
*** Based on 340 operating days per year.

Table SA.S. Invoiced Construction Costs of Super Soils Composting Value-Added
Process—By-Product Manufacuring Facility (Rice, Campbell)

Component
Lot clearing for manufacturing facility $5,300.00
Concrete for manufacturing facility $4,500.00
Miscellaneous construction for manufacturing facility $17,441.20
Electric for manufacturing facility $5,620.00
Total Cost of By-Product Manufacturing Facility $32,861.20
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Table SA.6. Invoiced Construction Costs of Super Soils Composting Value-Added
Process-- Equipment (Rice, Campbell)

Component Cost
Grinder and attachments (Sundance Equipment, LLC) $66,000.00
Mixing and bagging equipment (Horticultural Equipment & $115,000,00
Services, LLC)
Total Cost of Grinding, Mixing, and Bagging Equipment $181,000.00

Table SA.7. Summary of Invoiced Construction Costs for the Super Soils “2"!
Generation” Technology

Unit Process Cost % of Total Cost
Manufacturing facility $32,861.20 15.37%
Grinder and attachments $66,000.00 30.85%
Mixing and bagging equipment $115,000.00 53.78%
Total Invoiced Cost of Super Soils $213,861.20 100.00%

Composting Value-Added Process

Table SA.8. Predicted Cost Summary for Composting Value-Added Facility when

Producing Bulk Soil Amendment Product
TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COST OF COMPOSTING VALUE-ADDED

FACILITY $ 306,035.38
TOTAL OPERATING COST OF COMPOSTING VALUE-ADDED FACILITY $ 56,529.23
TOTAL ANNUALIZED COSTS OF COMPOSTING VALUE-ADDED

FACILITY $ 119,254.99
BREAK-EVEN PRICE FOR BULK SOIL AMENDMENT (MIXING/BAGGING

FACILITY ONLY) $ 12.28/ cubic yard
BREAK-EVEN PRICE FOR BULK SOIL AMENDMENT (MIXING/BAGGING

PLUS EXPANSION 2 COMPOSTING FACILITY) $ 26.32/ cubic yard
BREAK-EVEN PRICE FOR BULK SOIL AMENDMENT (MIXING/BAGGING

PLUS COMPOSTING FACILITY PLUS SOLIDS SEPARATOR) $ 28.52/ cubic yard
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Table SA.9. Predicted Standardized Costs of Composting Value-Added Facility when
Producing Bulk Soil Amendment Product

Component Total Cost Annualized Cost
Lot clearing for facility $ 5,300.00 $ 789.86
Concrete for facility $ 450000 $ 670.63
Miscellaneous facility costs $ 1744120 $ 2,599.25
Electric for facility $ 562000 $ 837.55
Grinder $ 66,000.00 $ 25,610.21
Mixing and bagging equipment $ 115,000.00 $ 44,683.25
Contractor & Engineering Services & Overhead $ 9217418 $ 13,736.67
Total Construction Cost $ 306,035.38 $ 62,725.76
Maintenance Cost $ 6,425.82
Diesel Cost (for grinder) $ 66.76
Electric Power Cost $ 395.22
Mixing Materials Cost $ 48,555.00
Bagging Costs $ 0.00
$

Properti Taxes 1,086.43

Table SA.10. Predicted Cost Summary for Composting Value-Added Facility when
Producing Bagged Soil Amendment Product—2-cubic-feet bags
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Table SA.11. Predicted Standardized Costs of Composting Value-Added Facility
when Producing Bagged Soil Amendment Product—2-cubic-feet bags

Component Total Cost Annualized Cost
Lot clearing for facility $ 5,300.00 $ 789.86
Concrete for facility $ 450000 $ 670.63
Miscellaneous facility costs $ 1744120 $ 2,599.25
Electric for facility $ 562000 $ 837.55
Grinder $ 66,000.00 $ 25,610.21
Mixing and bagging equipment $ 115,000.00 $ 44,683.25
Contractor & Engineering Services & Overhead $ 9217418 $ 13,736.67
Total Construction Cost $ 306,035.38 $ 62,725.76
Maintenance Cost $ 6,425.82
Diesel Cost (for grinder) $ 66.76
Electric Power Cost $ 395.22
Mixing Materials Cost $ 48,555.00
Bagging Costs $ 89,147.32
$

Properti Taxes 1,086.43

Table SA.12. Predicted Cost Summary for Composting Value-Added Facility when
Producing Bagged Soil Amendment Product—1-cubic-foot bags
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Table SA.13. Predicted Standardized Costs of Composting Value-Added Facility
when Producing Bagged Soil Amendment Product—1-cubic-foot bags

Component Total Cost Annualized Cost
Lot clearing for facility $ 5,300.00 $ 789.86
Concrete for facility $ 450000 $ 670.63
Miscellaneous facility costs $ 1744120 $ 2,599.25
Electric for facility $ 562000 $ 837.55
Grinder $ 66,000.00 $ 25,610.21
Mixing and bagging equipment $ 115,000.00 $ 44,683.25
Contractor & Engineering Services & Overhead $ 9217418 $ 13,736.67
Total Construction Cost $ 306,035.38 $ 62,725.76
Maintenance Cost $ 6,425.82
Diesel Cost (for grinder) $ 66.76
Electric Power Cost $ 395.22
Mixing Materials Cost $ 48,555.00
Bagging Costs $  138,964.41
$

Properti Taxes 1 ,086-4I3

Tables SA.14. through SA17.: Modeling Assumptions, Invoiced Construction Costs,
and Predicted Costs and Returns Summaries for Nature Works Organics
Vermicomposting Facility

Table SA.14. Modeling Assumptions for the Vermicomposting Facility

Solids separation efficiency 28.62 % of dry solids (mass balance basis)
(Zering and Wohlgenant)

Moisture content of separated solids 77.2 % (Zering and Wohlgenant)

Solids separation rate 1.9 wet tons / 1,000 Ibs. SSLW (@ 77.2 %
moisture content) (Zering and Wohlgenant)

Harvesting frequency Twice per year (Binkley)

Processing rate 11,000 pounds (wet weight) of separated solids /
24 hours (Binkley)

Conversion ratio 1 pound of wet weight separated solids : 0.25
pounds of harvested castings

Electricity costs Based on 1 hour / day usage of a 50-HP tractor,

and $5 / day for irrigation and lighting
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Table SA.15. Invoiced Costs of the NatureWorks Organics Vermicomposting
Technology (Binkley)

Component Invoiced Cost
Building and erection $59,400.00
Foundation and concrete work for trenches $47,400.00
Site preparation $24,675.00
Watering system $3,500.00
Lighting system $2,000.00
Total Invoiced Cost of Vermicomposting System $136,975.00

Table SA.16. Predicted Cost Summary for Vermicomposting Facility when Producing
Bulk Vermicompost Product

Table SA.17. Predicted Standardized Costs of Vermicomposting Facility when
Producing Bulk Vermicompost Product

Component Total Cost Annualized Cost

Building and erection $ 59,400.00 $ 8,852.35
Foundation and concrete work for trenches $ 47,400.00 $ 7,064.00
Site preparation $ 2467500 $ 3,677.30
Watering system $ 3,500.00 §$ 521.60
Lighting system $ 200000 $ 298.06
Contractor & Engineering Services & Overhead $ 59,036.23 $ 8,798.14
Total Construction Cost $ 196,011.23 $ 29,211.45
Maintenance Cost $ 2,739.50
Harvesting Cost $ 8,000.00
Electricity Costs $ 2,856.00
Property Taxes $ 695.84
Avoided cost of land applying solids’ $ (14,143.22)

1. Assuming nitrogen-based land application to row crops of 3,740,000 wet pounds (1,870 wet tons) of
separated solids per year.
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Abstract

Ceveloping sustainable alternative waste management
technobogies s a crilical issue for the future of the hog industry
in Narth Caroling, Two companies, Super Soils Sysbems, Inc
and MatureWorksOrganics, process hog waste into odorkess soil
amerdment products through thermoephilic composting and
vermicomposting, This study examined the current market
volumes for soil amendments in Morth Carolina and five
surrounding states using U.S. Census data and compared it to
potential market volumes should hog producers in North
Carolina adopt either of these technologies for treating hog
waste,

We found that the potential production valume for soil
amendments far exceeds current market volumes. Adoption of
these technologies by between 11 and 83 average feeder-to-
linish farms, oul of a population of 1,240 larms, would be
sufficient b produce the equivalent of the current market
volume in North Carclina and five surrounding states. These
estimates suggest Lthal the market for soil amendment products
would be saturated by widespread adoption of technobogies that
produce soil amendments as a byproduct. Thus, production of
soll amendments would Nkely not contribute substantially to the
sconomic feasibility of alternative waste management
technologies.

wii
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Introduction

According to the North Caroling Department of Enviraonment
and Matural Resources, North Carolina remains committed to
developing alternative hog waste treatment technologies that
are both environmentally superior and econcmically feasible
(NCDARCS, 2009), Recent research on developing
envirenmentally superior waste management practices has
focused on producing waste coproducts for use as soil
amendments. However, a critical determinant of the economic
leasibility of adopting technologies for converting hog waste
into soil amendments in Morth Carclina is whether demand for
these products is suffickent to provide a high enough price o
cover produckion costs,

The focus of nterest in this report is on the Super Soil Systems
and MatureWorksOrganics vermicu lture soil armend rment
products, Duke University's Hicholas Institute for Environmental
Palicy Solutions contracted with RTI International Lo conduct a
market research study to provide information on the potential
size, scope, and value of the markets for these soil amendment
products. This study is part of a broader effont for a Natural
Resources Conservation Service's Conservation Innowation
Grant.

STUDY BACKGROUND

Rising from almiost no presence in the market 20 years ago, the
state of North Carolina ks now the second largest producer of
live hogs {swine) In the United States (NCDARCS, 2009),
Commercial hog production has evolved to a very intensive
process whereln large numbers of animals are raisad in
confined areas and fed diets that maximize growth and
tumoever rates. This production process requires an equally
intensive process for managing the bodily wastes generated by
the animals. In North Carolina, the mast cost-efficient process

1-1
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for handling swine wastes has bean one in which the wastes
generated by the building -confined hogs are collectad and
Mustied out of the building and transported to a holding lagoon.
Wastes are naturally separated in the lagoon. The liquids are
sprayed onto ad jacent fields as a fertilizer, and the solids
remmain o be removed at some point kater.

The current system was originally designed with environmental
quality objectives in mind but has created a number of
envirenmental problems in the area of the state where the
swite operalions are concentrated, the eastern Coastal Plain.
Primary cencerns include emissions of ammonia creating local
and regional air guality problems, odor drifting to adjacent
properties, and runoll of nitrogen from the spraylield, The
thieat of episodic goon failures also surfaced in the late 1990s
when Hurricane Floyd dumped almost 2 feel of rain on eastern
North Caroling, leading to well-publicized lagoon ruptures that
ended up releasing wastes into waterbodies and surrounding
areas.

The state, spurred in part by a legal settlemant between the
North Carolina Attorney General's office and the state's largest
pork producer, Smithfield Foods, is loking at alternative ways
to manage hog waste. Two candidate technologies (Super Soil
Systems and HatureWorksOrganics vermiculiure) imvolve
separating solid and Bguid waste and processing the solid wasle
inkto a soil amend ment. O these, Super Soil Systerns has been
identified as meeting the environmental performance criteria of
the agreement, while NatureWerksOrganics is still under
evaluation. A critical determinant of the econamic leasibility of
applying these methods at scale is whether demand 5 great
ancugh for the soll amendment products that are made from
these processes to provide a high encugh market price to cover
costs. That was the focus of this project.

1-2

1.2

OBJECTIVE AND RESEARCH QUESTIONS

The overall objective of this project was to provide a market
research study on the potential size, scope, and value of the
markets for scil amendment products produced as by-products
of alternative hog waste treatment technologies, The focus is
on Super Soll Systems and NatureWorksOrganics soil
amendment products. Super Soil Systems USA, Inc., based in
Clinton, NC, produces thermophilic compost from separated hog
waste solids. NatureWorksOrganics, based in Clemmons, NC,
producas vermicompast, a compast produced with earthworms
using dairy and hog waste, under the brand name Mature'sWay.
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Section [ — Introduchion

The overall objective af
thiz project wax fo
provide a market
resenrelt study on the
povenial size, scope, and
viarlye of tve markers for
soil amerrdmeni prixfucts
produced oy bv-progucts
of alfernotive hog waste
treatnvent techmologies,

Specilic research questions addressed included the following :

= What are the characterlstics and various end uses of the
soll amendmeant products generated by Super Sall
Systems USA, Inc, and MaturewWorksOrganics?

s What s the potential size and scope of the soil
amendments market for North Carolina producers?
Spedfic data needs include

- national data on soil amendment volumes and values
sold;

— market prices for Super Soll Systems,
MatureWorksOnganics, and substitute products;

- potential scope of the market for soil amendment
products within North Carolina;

—  potential scope of the market for soil amendment
products outside of North Carolina, taking inka
consideration transportation costs; and

- extent to which Super Soll Systems and
MatureWorksOrganics products may be able to serve
a natlonal versus reglonal (Southeast) market.

* Are thare impediments to using Super Soil Systems and
MatureWorksCrganics products, such as safety or quality
concerns, that may inhibit the potential market?

= How much additional valume can the soil amendments
roarkel likely beor without saturating the market and
affecting the price of products?

Super Solls Systems USA, Inc. and NatureWorksOrganics
provided RTT with product and customer information for this
report. Much of the information necessary for a thomugh
review of the compast soll amend ment industry is business
sensitive. RTI respects the sensitive nature of this information
and, to the extent possible, compiled information from other
sources, such as published articles and retail Web sites, to
support claims made by soil amendment producers,

1'3

ORGANIZATION OF THIS REPORT

The remainder of this report is omganized as follows. Section 2
describes the soil amendment products and characterislics.
Secthon 3 pressnts and discusses market pricing, supply, amd
demand for soll amendments in the target market areas. A
summary of the findings of this study ks provided in Section 4.,
References follow In Sacticn 5,

1-3
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Hog Waste-Derived
Soil Amendment
Products and
Characteristics

In this report, the value-added products derived from hog
waste are generically referred to as soil amendments. In this
saction, we describe the genaral characteristics and uses of soil
amendment products and specific product characteristics of the
Super Soil Systems thermophilic compost and
NatureWorksOrganics vermicompost produced using
earthworms.

2.1

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS AND USES OF
SOIL AMENDMENTS DERIVED FROM HOG
WASTE

Soil amendmeants are matarials that improve soil guality,
increase plant performance, and enhance plant appearance.
They include any material added to soil to improve its physical
properties, such as waler retention, permeability, water
litration, drainage, acration, and structure {Davis and Wilson,
2008). Soil amendments are broadly calegorized as organic or
inorganic based on the preduct's source {previousky alive versus
mined or man-made). Soil amendmaents such as fertilizer,
additives, composts, mulches, manures, and soil condilionaers
are incorporated nto existing soils o create a better
envirenment for plant growth,

The main regulatory complianoe issues for any type of compost
product include biclogical concerns (Le., pathogens) and heavy
metal concentrations (Coker, 2007). Quality factors driving
market demand include nutrient content, soluble salts, and
harticullural characteristics such as walter-holding capacity
[Coker, 2007). Althouwgh nonpathogernic biskogical content, such

2-1
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Figure 2-1. General

Overview of Compost

Production from the

Waste Fesdstock to Soil

Amendments
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2.1.1

as abundanoe and diversity of microorganisms, may also be
important, the relationship between these and compost quality
is essentially unknown by the consumer, thus limiting their
willingness to pay {Coker, 2007).

The focus of this report is on organic soil amend ments derived
from hog waste. The products praduced by Super Soil Systems
USA, Tnc. and NatureWorksOrmanics are most comparable to
compost, although vermicompost is generally considered to be
an enhanced type of compost. Figure 2-1 provides a general
averview of the production process for compost derived from
separated hog waste solids. The vermicomposting prooess &
different from the thermophilic composting proosss i that the
womposting prooess involves using earthworms and the emd
product is worm castings. In addition to separated solids, other
organic materials may be added to either type of compost to
provide a carbon souroe or bulking agent and thus affect the
final properties of the product.

.l Fasiingng ﬂ"ﬁm I
i T | P
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I.__\‘hﬂm_, S o Frrgags

Issues to consider in assessing the markets for compost
products include the characteristics of the product, other
products that can be derived and marketed from the primary
wompest product, and challenges that commercially produced
compost faces regarding product identity and variability. These
issues are discussed below,

Characteristics of Compost Products

Compaost 5 & soil amendmeant with many end uses such as
potting mix in Moriculbure and horticulture operations, erosion
wontrol in landscaping, and maintaining and mproving soil
organic carbon kevels for commercial farming. Compost is a
versatile product, possessing the ability to improve the
chemical, physical, and biological characteristics of soils or
growing media. Conventionally used parameters Lo assess
compost quality include the following {Sherman, 1999):

= pH (55t 7.5)
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» soluble salts (<5 mmhos/om)
= pwitrient content

* water-holding capacity

= slability

»  organic matter content

= moisture content {35 to 55%)

= particle size (3/8 inch-1 inch)

»  bulk density {<1,000 pounds per cubic yard}

Based on these quality parameters, advantages to using
compost as a growth medla or additive include the following
(Sherman, 1999):

= improve water infiltration and drought tolerance

« improve nutrient-holding capacity

= slowly releasa nutrients to plants

= protect plants from disease

= reduce soll compaction and crusting

= increase ease of cultivation

« improve root growth and yields

* increase microbial and earthworm populations in soil

«  reduce fertilizer requirernents
As described helow, compost is genarally either thermophilic
compost or vermicompost,

Thermophilic Compost

Thermaophilic compost is produced through the aeroblc
decomposition of organic matenals, Marketable thermophilic
compost must reach temperaturas high enough to sanitize the
material and destroy pathogens. State and fedaral regulations
exist to ensure that only safe and environmentally beneficial
composts are marketed (L5, Composting Coundil, 2008},
Compaost can be derived from almest any organic material, The
following list contains some of the more comimaon feedstocks
usad in thermophilic composting :

=«  wood chips (i.e., sawdust and other wood scraps)
*  municipal solid waste

= mantne

= yard trimmings

2=3
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2.1.2

213

*  paper products
s fpod waste

Thermaphilic compoest requires a certain carbon-to-nitrogen
{C:N) ratio, molsture content, and porosity to be marketable,
Some separated waste solids are too dense and have a C:N
ratio that is too low, requiring a carbon source to balance the
nitragen in the wasle, Some compost producers use materials
such as cotton gin, paper, and leaves to achieve the
appropriate C:N ratio. The added materials can also serve as
bulking agents that help aerate compost,

Vermicompost {or Compost from Vermiculture)

Vermicompost is achieved using specific breeds of earthworms
to decompase organic of inorganic materials, resulting in worm
castings, The process begins with an earthworm bed, lined with
a bedding material, such as sawdust, and filked with an
appropriate amount of waste {e.q., livestock, food, and yvard
wasta). The earthworms work from the bottom up and are
linished composting the waste once they have reached the top
of the bed. Vermicompost offers end users the same qualities
that thermophilic compost provides. In addition, because of
lower temperaturas during processing, vermicompoest offers end
users a compost with higher nitrogen content than thermophilic
compost, thus enhancing its fertilizer-like properties
(Frederickson, 2007).

Mixed Products

Many soil amendments are commonly mixed with other
materials to create an enriched product, For instance, potting
mixes typkally contaln compost, other organlc materials,
fertilizer, and cther additives, Thermophilic compost and
vermicompost can also be combined with other soil
amendments, such as mukch, to create an enriched product
that contains properties of both types of soll amendments.
Compost can also be processed to create 3 fertllizer substitute
in the form of pellets, similar o controfled- release fartiiizer,
Thus, In evaluating the markets for soll amendments derived
from hag waste, it is important to consider not only compost
products but the miked products, particularly potting mixes,
that use compost as an ingredient.

Labeling Concerns and Product Variability

Compost, by Its very naturg, has a high degree of nutrient
varlability. In order for a product to be labeled as a fertiizer, It
must meet requirements for guaranteed analysis (l.e.,
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2.1.4

percentages of nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium). Compost
is typically too variable to satisfy these requirerments, Meither of
the products discussed in this report are currently labeled as a
fertilizer although they are marketed to some exlent as a
lertilizer.

Although efforts are made by some compost producers to
minimize nutrient variability, the risk for commercial users
(e.q., nurseries and farms) to incorporate the seif amendment
into thelr growing practices still exists, For instance, if a

trsery operalion uses a compoest soil amendment as a growlh
medium that contains too much or teo little of a certain
nutrient, the end resull could be detrimental and costly. Unless
rw technokogies are developed to reduce variability in compost
soil amendments from hog waste, penetration into the
ammercial market will continue to presant challenges,

Organic Certification for Compost

USDA's Mational Organic Frogram (HOF) has the authority to
develop and administer standards regarding the production and
marketing of organic goods. NOP employs certifying agents
across the country to nspect organic operations lo ensura
womplance with USDA organic standards. Although NOP does
not certily compost, there are standards for using compost in
ofgamic operations, particularly erganic food producticn
aperations,

Organic Materials Review Institute (OMRI), however, does
review organic materials for use in USDA-certified organic
operations, OMRI bases standards for certifying organic
materials on specific language established by NOP. Approved
materials are published in the OMRI Products List. As of the
wrriting of this report, no compost derived from hog waste was
listed in this database as being reviewed and approved by
OMRL It is currently unknown whether compost derived from
hwog waske can obtain OMRI certilication lor use in crganic
production. It is important to nobe that although materals wsed
in organic aperations must meel NOP slandards, any product
derived from organdc sources can use the term “organic” on the
product label witheut obtaining any centification,

2.2

SUPER SOIL PRODUCT CHARACTERISTICS
AND USES

Super Soil Systems USA, Inc. was organized in 1993 by Lewis
M. Fetterman, 5r. to provide alternative waste treatment
systems, According to Qr. Ray Camphbell, Super Soil Systems”

2-5
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2.2.1

2.2.2

Vice President for Research and Development, the purpose of
the company is to ensure long-term sustainability of the
livestock and poultry industries and a safe food supply whike
protecting the emvironment and preserving our natural
resources, The treatmsent cycle is completed when value-added
products are manulactured from the waste solids and packaged
for use ac fertilizer, horticultural products, or energy
production. The first treatment system was bullt and
Implemented for testing through funding under the original
agreament between the Attorney General of North Carolinag and
Smithfield Foods, Premium Standard Farms, and Frontline
Farmers, Unbess otherwise cited, the information detalled in this
section was cbialned from Ray Campbell on March 27, 2009,
with further updates provided In May 2009,

Current Product Overview

Super Soll Systems USA, Inc. produces thermophlilic compost
from hog waste sollds that are separated and retrieved from
nearby hieg farms. Once at the processing facllity, separated
hay waste solids and additional materlals are compested to
produce a growth medium, The production process takes
approximately 2 months for composting (1 month) amd curing
(1 moenth) followed by product manufacturing. The final
compost product ks called Super Soil and Is designed not to
contain odors associated with using hog waste feedstock. The
product is tested frequently for pathogens and heavy metals as
part of the standard permit process and adheres to North
Carolina Division of Waste Management "Grade A" standards,
allowing the product to be distributed directly to the public,

Super Soll products currently marketed Include a compost soll
amendmeant and a ready-to-plant contalner mix. According to
Cr. Campbell, these products are currently sold under the
"Hickory Grove Farm™ brand but will soon be marketed under a
new brand and Im customer-orientad packaging. The ready-to-
plant container mie contains a compost product along with
other soil amendments suitable for growing container plants.
Each of these products is packaged in 1 cubic-foot (typical size
of retail compost product), 2 cubic-fest, and 30 cubic-feat large
sacks. Wholesale and retail prices for Super Soil products are
generally comparable to other similar products currently on the
market.

Future Product Overview

According to Dr. Camphell, Super Soil plans to develop a full
line of home garden production products, Future Super Soil
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products include granulated fertilizer and nutrient-enmiched
mulch, According to Dr. Campbell, early evaluations indicate
that Super Soil fertilizer products contain some fungicidal
activity that is impartant in maintaining bentgrass species in
lurfyrass management operations, such as goll course fairwvays
and greens. Marketing fertilizer requires more extensive testing
than what is required Tor marketing compost, including testing
that ensures consistency in the types and amounts of macro-
and micro-nutrients. Althcugh the turf, lawn, and garden
markets will be targeted, the fertilizer will also be avallable for
general agricultural use,

Customer Overview

Super Soil products are currently sold primarily in Lthe consurmes
(household) market, but other potential markets include
nurseries, farms for agricultural production, golf courses, and
tufgrass aperations, Thus, Super Soll Systems USA, Inc,
foouses marketing efforts primarily on the retail consumer
market, targeting garden centers that attract hobby gardeners
and land scapers. Currently, Super Soll products are distributed
In Morth Caroding (six outlets) amd South Caroling (one outlet),
but plans are underway to expand inte nearby markets after
new consumer packaging has been developed. In addition, the
North Carclina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) has
purchased Super Soil compost through the Highway
Beautification Program to enhance soil water-holding capacity,
nutrient contant, and erosion control. Because of budget cuts,
NCDOT Is not currently able to purchase Super Soil products,
altthough it is interested in doing so if funding is restored (D.
Smith, personal communicaticn, May 6, 2009).

Penatrating the commercial markets for soll amendmeants,
Incheding fertilizer and growing media, presents challenges to
Super Soll because of the presence of establizhed and
natlonally advertised products. According to Dr. Campbell, the
mast important ohstacke in the agricultural market will be
pricing and product comparability with higher-analysis
fertilizers. Super Soll products are relatively more competitive
with currently used products in turfgrass management on golf
coursas and in recreational and urban areas. Also, certification
of Super Soil products in organic food production will likely offer
a substantial opportunity to market Super Soil products to that
industry,

2-7
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2.3.1

2.3.2

NATURE'SWAY CHARACTERISTICS AND
USES

NatureWorksOrganics began operations in the mid-2000s
collecting waste primarily from dairy farms. The company
operates four vermicomposting lacilities and is building a new
processing center in eastern Morth Carolina to be in a betber
position to coliect waste from hog Tarms. Unless othenwise
cited, the information in this section was collected primarily
from Bob Binkley, NatureWaorksOrankes' founder on March 25,
2009

Current Product Overview

NatureWworksOrganics produces vermicompost soil amendment
products derived from both dairy and feeder-to-finish hog
waste, End products are continuously tested by
NatureWorksOrganics o monilor consistency and uniformity.
Products currently marketed include raw earthworm castings
(vermicompost) used as a soll addltive, blended compaost
products, and tea (liguefled product) used as a foliar spray;
haowever, the primary focus thus far has been on the raw
vermlcompost product.

The raw product, Nature'sWay, is primarily used in cormmarcial
harticuure aperations, vineyards, and arganic farms, This
product is a soil substrate additive, for use in potting,
landscaping, and organic row crop production. Research at
North Carclina State University documents nutrient values and
water use efficiency in using vermicompost in nursery container
agperations (McGinnis, 2007). Although it cannot be marketed
as a fertllizer, Nature'sWay claims to be comparable to soll
conditioners boasting fertilizer-like properties and may be used
to offset some fertilizer use, Furthermore, because it is not
heated like themmephilic composts, It is argued to have more
benefictal Blological activities to suppart plant growth.

Commercial Mature'sWay products are sold in 2 cubic-yard
"Super Sacks,” comparable 1o a truckload. The retail product is
sold in S-guart bags at prices ranging from $8 Lo $12, and
25-guart bags for approximately thres times more.

Futura Product Owerview

NatureWorksOrganics plans to market a blended version of its
vermicompost soil amendment product. The blended variety,
other Lypes of compost, will be used as a long-term soil
amendment. The blended product will Larget the hobby
gardener market and will be a ready-made, all-purpose soil
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amendment. NatureWorksOrganics is pursuing organic
certification through the North Carolina Department of
Aqriculture and Consumear Services,

Customer Overview

Sales of Nature'sWay products to commercial producers
acecunt for 90% of lotal revenue, and sales to retall operations
aceount for the remaining 10%. Commercial cuslomers include
wirneyard s, comimercial greenhouse operations and landscapers,
and organic farms. They use Nature'sWay for its soil-
conditioning properties and to offsel fertilizer use in container -
grawn plants, landscaping, and small-scale organic row
cropping.

Retail outiets include some ACE Hardware and Southern States
Cooperative stores but primarily include various independent
establishments. Retall consumers use Nature’sWay as an
alternative fertilizer for household vegetable gardening as well
as a soil additive for nonlood gardening. These products are
targeted to higher-end outhets in which the clientele are more
likely to be familiar with the perceived benefits of using
vermicompost compared to traditional compost products,
Nature'sWay packaging does not disclose the source of the
vermicompost leedstock (e, whether compost is derived from
dairy or hog waste).

2-8
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Market Volume and
Pricing

The success of soil amendment products derived from hog
waste in the marketplace is contingent on whather revenus
genarated from sales of soil amendment products can offset the
costs of production and, potentially, a porticn of the costs of
aperating hog waste treatment technologies, Hog producers will
choose either 1o produce and markel soil amendment products
directly or to transter separated solids to a third party that will
produce and market scil amendment products. Decisions Lo
produce seil amendment products will be influenced by
expected revenue based on the potential demand for these
products relative to the potential supply.

In this section, we discuss the potential demand for soil
amerdments in the target markat, the estimated potential
supply of soil amendments from hog waste and the methods
used to derive estimated compost volumes, and other
considerations regarding market reactions bo soil amend ments
produced from hog waste,

3.1

3.1.1

SOIL AMENDMENTS DEMAND

In this section, we define primary and secandary targel
markels for soil amendments derived from hog waste, outlne
the eurrent demarnd for soil amendment products in the target
market areas, and briefly discuss the potential future demand
for these products,

Currant Soil Amendmeant Demand

Soil amendment consurmers can be generally categorized as
folborers:

3-1
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* households (for crnamental and vegetable gardening)
s fandscapers

¢ nursares

= Lurf grass operations

= golf courses

= specialty farms

= government agencies (e.g., for parks, schools, and
government buildings, and highway Beautilication)

All of thesa categorias of soll amendment consumers might
produce their own soil amendments in addition to purchasing
commercial soil amendment products. Larger operations are
more likely to self-produce or use substitutes because of the
costs of purchasing and shipping the products.

Because of its welght, shipping costs for soil amendment
products can often equal or excesd the actual value of the
product deperding on the distance shippead, Compost
praduction facilities tend to be located near hog farms {ie,,
Iecataed on the farm or within 5 to 10 miles) to minimize
transportation distances because of the hazards and costs
associated with transporting raw hog wasta, Typically,
unbranded products are shipped within a 200-mile radius of the
processing facility; as shown in Figure 3-1, a 200-mile radivs
from a processing facility centered in the main hog-producing
region of eastern Morth Carclina would include most of North
Carolina and the majority of Wirginia and South Carolina,

For the purposes of this report, we consider a possibly broader
market for branded soil amendment products of up ta 500
miles from soil amendment processing centers. Thus, we define
the primary market area to include all states within a 500-mile
rad iws of Clinton, North Carolina, which is approximately the
center of the hog-producing regions in North Carolina; this
radius includes North Caraling, South Carcling, Vinginia,
Tennesses, Maryland, and Georgia. However, in some casas,
hig her-valued compost products may be shipped longer
distances. An extreme upper bound on the tolal potential
market (i.e,, the secondary market} includes the remainder of
the continental United States; thus, we defline the secondary
market area to include all remaining states in the United
States. Although bulk compost products are unlikely to be
shipped from Morth Carolina to the secondary markel area,
same higher-value branded products may be. In particular,

55



Section 3 — Pobential Soil Amendment Market Volume and Pricing

Flgure 3-1. States
Included within a 200-
mile Radius of the
Primary Hog-Producing
Region in North Carolina

vermicompost products are more likely to be shipped greater
distances because of their perceived higher value.

Primary Soil Amendment Market {500 Miles from Primary
Production Area)
We used data from the 2002 Economic Census, Industry Series
for North American Industrial Classification System (NAICS)
code 325314 to calculate estimates of compost and potting
s0ils by state. However, it Is uncertain whether the NAICS code
used in the analysis fully represents all compost and potting soil
sales because Census estimates often miss the smallest
establishments (which often total only a small fraction of
production volumes). It is also important to note that volumes
of product obtained frem Census can be considered 2 measure
of the quantity demanded given current market prices,
Hewever, changes In the supply of compest that result in
changes in market prices will result in changes in the guantity
demanded by all end users of compost.

Table 3-1 provides estimates for 2007 of the quantity of
commercial compest sold within the six-state region defined as
the primary market for hog waste-derived soll amendments.
Because state-level sales data are not available, we assumed
that the amount of compost marketed is proportional to the
household population of the target market relative to the total

3-3
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U5, household population. Therelfore, based on 1997 Census
data, the primary target market area represented 13.6% of the
entire 115, household population: 114.6 thousand tons of
compost (2122 thousand cubic yards) and 1359 thousand
tons of potting soils (257.2 thousand cubic yards).! Assuming
ompost purchases increased proportionally with the ncrease in
the number of households from 1997 to 2007, approximately
155.9 thousand tons of compost (2886 thousand cubic yards)
and 1890 thousand tons (350.0 thousand cublc yards) of
potting soils were sold in 2007 In the primary target market
area. The six-state market represents an estimated 14,4% of
the entire LL5, compast market because states in the primary
market have had faster pepulation growth compared to the rest
of the United States over the past decade.

Secomndary Soll Amendmwent Market

The remainder of the continental United States outside of the
six-state market for North Carclina—derived soll amendments
accounted for 86.4% of all households in 1997, transkating to
613.3 thousand tons of compost (L1 million cublc yards) and
743.4 thousand tons of potting solls (1.4 millien cubkc yards).
Again, assuming compost purchases Increased proportionally
with the increase In the number of households, approximately
#67.4 thousand tens of compost (1.4 millikon cubic yards) and
930.2 thousand toens {1.7 million cubic yards) of petting soils
were sold in 2007 in the remaining states,

Comparisen with Other Market Estimates

In compariscn to these estimates, Rudek and Shao (2007)
estimatad the LS, market for sollless media and substrate to
be 120 to 150 millien cubbc yards per year In 2001, Thelr
astimate Is derived by assuming ballpark estimates of volunme
usa by different segments of the market.” However, it does not
account for the fact that a large proportion of soil amendment
products are saif-produced rather than sold through market

! Wa converted the waight astimates to volume estimates assuming 40
pounds per cubic foot (1,080 pounds par cubic yard) of sl
amendment product. This astimabe is based on the typecal weight
Indicated on 1 cubic foot bags of retall soll amendment products.

* More specfically, the estimate of 120 to 150 milllon cubee yards s
b g adrapalating sssumed volumes for containerized nursery
praduction in Morth Caraling to the U5, 85 & whobe and then
deutling the estimate to represent additbonal purchases by
housaholds, The basis of the calculation is that sach of the
estimated 12,045 acres of containedzed nursery production in
Merth Caroling equates to 60,000 1-gallon containars reguining
soilless media (s== Appendix E of Rudek and Shao {2007]).
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3.1.2

tramsactions’. Although users of soil amendments may decide
to purchase rather than self-produce if prices decling, it is
undikedy thal prices could decling ercugh to ratichalize the
difference in the estimates from the two sources. In addition,
we note that cur estimates are based on extrapodation from
Census data collected through a nationally representative
industry survey in contrast to extrapolation from assumed use
volumes,

Future Potential Soil Amendments Demand

As the population in the Southeast continues to increase at a
lfaster rate than the U.S. average, all potential demand sources
lor soil amendments in the primary target market will also
likely increase. In addition, interest in gardening appears 1o be
on the upswing and thus would translate into increased demand
for all types of sell amendment products. For example, in 20048,
the National Gardeners Association (NGA) estimated that 31%
of all households had a food garden. The number of households
axpectad to particlpate in food gardening s estimated to
increase to 43% of all housaholds In 2009 (NGA, 2009). If this
trend continues, even at a slower pace, we can reasonably
expect that soll amendment products will reap some benefit
from the overall Increase In market demand. In addition, if
prices of soll amend ments decrease In response te a shift out In
supply, quantity demanded will increase further,

3-6

3.2

SOIL AMENDMENTS SUPPLY

The total supply of sqil amendments includes noncommercial
and commearcial sources. Some houssholds operate thair own
compost heaps and bins using food and yard waste. Many
municipalities and communities also engage in waste reduction
efforts by organizing compost activities that provide compost
free of charge to users, Furthermore, many landscaping and
nursery centers produce thelr own compost for use in their
business operations. The amount of compost reflected in the
2002 Economic Census does not reflect the amount of seff-
produced or locally produced, mo-charge compost, However, in
evaluating the markets for soil amendment products derived
froem hog waste, it Is most relevant to focus on the supply of
products that will be traded in markets, because these will
provide the most direct competition for the products of interest
In this study.

¥ Thera are currently no data avadable on the voluma of salf-produced
composk,
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3.2.1

The following secticn outlines the methodology for estimating
the supply of soil amendment products that can be generated
from the volume of hog waste generated in North Carolina, We
also describe the attributes and prices of other substitute
products currently on the markel

Potential Supply of Soil Amendments Produced from Hog
Waste in North Carclina

We calculated the total potential supply of soil amendments
genaratad from hog waste by applying conversion factors to the
inventary of hogs in Morth Caroling. Table 3-2 presents
estimates of soil amendments for the Super Soils process. The
specific steps in the caloulations are as follows:

= Estimates of total steady-state live welight (SSLW) In
1,000 pounds for hogs on different type of operations
were cbtained from Table 16 in Zering and Wohlgenant
(2005).

= Low, mediom, and hligh estimates of separated solids
{dry tons) were caloulated using the following
conversion factors for separated solids (dry tons) per
SSLW (1,000 pounds) obtaimed from Table 8b In
Willlams (2006}

= Low: 0.15 dry tons of separated solids per 1,000
pounds of SSLW

—  Medium: 0.43 dry tons of separated solids per 1,000
peunds of SSLW

— High: 1.14 dry tons of separated sollds per 1,000
pounds of SSLW

s Low, mediem, and high estimates of bulk compost
volumes were cakulated by multiplying the volume of
separated solids by the conversion factor of 5.9 cubic
yards per dry ton of separated solids cbtained from page
4 of Zering and Wohlgenant [ 2006b).

s Low, medicm, and high estimates of bulk compost
weights were calculated by multiplying the volume of
separated solids by the conversion factor of 3.38 wet
tons per dry ton of separated solids obtained from page
4 of Zering and Wohlgenant (2006b).

3-7

60



Tabie 1-3, Priential Anrasl Peeducbare of Bul Conpost Trom Heg Waie o Soeelh Corwlina

oA -

Sy " e
P Fpas m I:_-“-, [ d Hegh [ Hedlam g [ d =g
Firrmm nimens iR} amLrE| sTAIE LELNER O IEAES.  FEEN IERADE LEELME|  maapEr QA sdmmEn |
P e O L iiges| LeEE akgw ddkgdEl whEw  SEsdd s SE60eR [EC B |
Famwe-feah L | il MGl dANIN]  Oided 3608 gGDUOND| 20 idE FHLAIE @ EaE AN |
EECREE- S 172 LEAE| DAl L5 TRIHEE R IFLESE @A A JIERTE BHLDED L S0 FIH :
Famdps -Fawh 1.0 TR Lid DD NEL AN IHJi:I':_' R LW FEITAM | DI AENI N E1ET1 24 -.
Tl |l HT 125¥ LOERANT | LA T LSANCETE LIRS L0 S ]ORN | L8N T QLTSN LT OER

LT e L L]
* ok | TERg el Rl BT | I Tabe 14
" dmaidal Favag @ Folgeass (130, Tils 1k
T e i el W Mol i B DR LY miing D M Hivwil N, A1, Wl aghindl 1 Sl
1 o T, bl
| Lot v eTe O ekl gt aerrweg 1 oo per o Bl car e pE ol e ol pwes i Seaoe Seorg e Yshigeee: (SRR, B 4.
Crroan me gt o s s mrremeng 13 st tors oF S o e o 4y B e e el Seae Tiag e WS e [EEE 4.

Tryap Firipr smheriee s vy oooer Sty porey Do o b s B RS

e I'll’.ll-l'l”.'ﬂ:' e ]

61



Sachon 3 — Potenbal Soil Amandmant Marfer Voluma and Fricing

The resulting estimates indicate a low estimate of 1.1 million, a
medium estimate of 2.3 million, and a high estimate of 8.9
million cubic yards of potential annual compost production fram
kg waste in North Carolina. This translates to 3.9 million, 11.3
million, and 20.0 million wel tons, respectively, of bulk
ompost. However, the product weight may be reduced by as
much as 10% during the curing process, but a specific estimate
of the reduction ks not avallable (see p. 9, Zering and
Waohigenant, 2006b). This adjustment would reduce the welght
estimates ko 3.5 millien, 10,2 million, and 27,0 million pounds
per year,

Hog waste lrom leeder-finish farms will Bkely be the primary
souree of feedstock for prodiucing soil amendment products, It
may be more difficull Lo capture separated solids from
aperations that house sows (Farmow-wean, famow-feeder, and
larrow-finish) because access to these operations may be
restricted because of biosecurity concerns from traffic
{vehicular and pedestrian) coming on and off the farms, Alsa,
the volume of waste generated by wean-feeder operations on a
per-plg basis is kower and thus may be logistically more difficult
as a solrce of compost feedstock. Furthermore, operations with
young Mgs may use more medications (e.q., antiblotlcs and
dewormers) and disinfectants that could potentially
compromise the production of soll amendments. Note that
feader-finish operations account for 59% of the estimated
S5LW in Morth Carolina and thus comprise the majority of the
waste generated. Focusing on these cperations only, the
estimated volume production for compost derived from hog
waste in North Carcling would ke 0.7 million, 2.0 million, or 5.2
million cubic yards per year. This corresponds to 2.3 million,
6.7 million, or 17.6 million tens of bulk compoest annually prier
to adjusting for additional weight loss during the curing
process.

The estimates Im Table 3-2 acceunt for the fact that carbon
sources and bulking agents (e.g., cotton gin trash and wood
chips) are added to separated sollds prior to composting.
However, thess estimates do not include the potential for
mixing bulk compost with ather materials to produce products
such as potting mix. Thas, an additional conversion factor
would be required to obtain an estimate of total sofl
amendments volume potential assuming that a portion of bulk
compost is soid to consumers as compost and the remainder is
sold to consumers in a mixed product.
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The data required for similar calcukations for vermicomposting
are not currently avaiable. However, based on a ballpark
estimate provided by a source in Zering and Wohlgenant
(2006a), 1.5 pounds of castings can be produced per finishing
hezad per day in a feeder-linish operation. This results in 5,508
pounds of castings per day on a 2,672-head farm. If all 1,240
feeder-finish farms produced at that rate, the total volume of
bulk castings produced per year in North Caroling would be
approximately 1.2 million tons before mixing with other
materials {approximately half of the lowest estimate for feeder-
finish using the Super Solls estimates).”

3.2.2 Supply of Other Commercially Avallable Soll Amendments

The commercial market for soil amendments is diverss both in
brands and in product derivation. Compaost and other soil
amendments can be purchased in bulk and packaged form from
warahouse stores, garden centers, and specialized mulch and
compost suppliers. Compost derlvatives that are commercially
avallable include poultry litter, dairy mamure, mushroom, and
food and plant waste.

Table 3-3 provides examples of available compost products
available to consumers at the retail level and illustrates the
large variability in pricing amoeng tradilicnal compost products,
between packaged and bulk composts, and between traditional
wompost and worm castings. Black Kow is a well-recog nized,
regionally marketed compost producer in the Southeast United
States, with products sold in many reglonal warshouse store
garden centers and Independent garden centers. The Black Kow
Dairy Compost product |s labeled as a 0,5-0.5-0.5 fertilizer and
Is & well-known commercially produced brand-name compost
derived from animal waste widely avallable in the reglon, Other
commercially produced compests available in the Southeast
inchude mushroom compost and food waste compost. The
producers of Black Kow alsc markat mushroom compost in thelr
product line. Organic compost composed of food and yand
waste is also commercially available in most markets from
various brands,

Note that the prices in Table 3-3 do not nclude additional costs
that may be Incurrad for delivery, In addition, delivery of
products may requlre a minimum purchase volume,

4 Preduction of vermicompast s likely restricted to only hog wasta
from feeder-finesh farms because medications and disinfectants
usad at other szages of production have an adwversa effect on the
Waorms,

3-10
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Table 3-3. Regional Retail Compost Prices

Compost Typa

Price Source

Black Kow Dairy Waste Compost $4.97 par  Lowe's Home Improvement store, Mebane,

Black Kow Mushroom Composk

Wihitrey Farms Onganic Plant &
Food Waste Cormpost

S0-lbbag NG, April 2009

54.78 par Lowe's Horme ifnprn'.-ement S!DHE, MEI}ETIE,
cubie foot NC, April 2009

$4.23 per  ldeal TrueValue Hardware Stores onling
cubic foct ptbp: e id ealtroeyvalie, comy seret e
10837/ Detail, retrieved April 2009

Timbariire Organic Cow Manwss 3158 per Lowe's Home Improvement Store, Cary, NC,

Carmpost

Warmi-Techrodogy Unlimited's
Bilack Castings

Mebarwe Shrubibesy compist
(derived from leaves)

cuble foot  June 2009
51298 per  Garden Supply Company, Cary, NC, June

Fobag 2000

515 par Mebane Shrubbery, Mebane, NC, June 2009
scoap [2/3
cubic yard)

American Zoll and Mulch compost 520 par American Soil and Mulch, Apex, NC, Jung

{derived from chicken manwra)

cubic vard 2000

3.3

POTENTIAL EFFECT OF INCREASES IN SOIL
AMENDMENT SUPPLY ON MARKET PRICES

A substantial increase in the supply of sofl amendments due Lo
the adoption of alternative hog waste reatment technologies
has the potential to alfect market prices. Thus, in evaluating
the degree to which sales of soil amendments can be used to
offsel the costs of implementing the technologies, it i
important to estimate the revenue potential based on projected
rather than current market prices. Accurate estimates of
marksat prices after widespread adopticn of the technologies
would require a market model that conslders the econamic
behavior of producers and consumers, which is beyond the
scope of this study. However, in the absence of a market
madel, we can provide a qualitative assessment based on the
potentlal product volume generated from hoeg waste relative to
curment market volumes,

Whie consider two methods of comparison. First, we compare the
total compost production potential from hog waste with Census
aestimates of compost production. Then, we calculate the
compost production potentlal on a per-household basls to
determine the plausibility of possibbe purchases of the product.
We focus these comparisens on the bulk compost estimates

3-11
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Both methecds af
comparison head to the
quialified conclusion
that tha tobal volume of
s0il amendmants that
could be produced from
hog waste in North
Caroling vasty excesds
the cusrent sates of
these products in Moth
Caraling and five
surounding states.
Market prices are Bkely
to decline substantially
in response.

3-12

because of the large variability in the velumes of other soil
amerdments that could be produced wusing bulk compost as an
ing redient.

For the first method of comparison, we compare the compost
production potential with Census estimates. If we assume that
the primary feedstock source for compost is feeder-finish
farms, between 2.3 and 17.6 million tons of compost could be
produced from hog waste in North Caroling using the Super
Sells technaology. TF we reduce this weight by 10% to account
for addtional moisture loss during curing, the tolals are
between 2.1 and 158 million tens.” In comparison, the
astimated compost sales in Lhe sid-stabe area were 0,16 million
tons in 2007 using Census estimates. If polting soils are
included, the total estimated soll amendment sales were 0.34
millian tons, Thus, assuming Census estimates provide a valid
womparison, the potential production volame for soil
amendments derived from hog waste dwarfs the current
market for these products. With these extreme differences, a
market model is not necessary to demonstrate that the marksat
would be saturated and market prices would fall drastically
(potentially to negative values, implying that producers would
pay consumers to haul off the product). In short, the six-state
market does not appear to be farge enough to absorb the full
supply potential of North Caroling swine waste-derived soll
amendments. Furthermore, between 11 and 83 average feader-
to-finksh farms (depending on separation efficiency) would be
sufficient to supply the equivalent of the estimated current
market volume of compost in the six-state market,

The second method of comparizon 15 based on calculating per-
hausehold estimates of compest purchases that would be
required to absorb the potentlal product volume. Agaim,
assuming that feeder-finlsh farms are the primary source of
feadstock, and that the products will be distributed primarily In
the slx-state market, each household would need to absorb the
equivalent of 0.04 cubk yards (1 cublc foot) to 0,28 cublc yards
(8 cubic feet) of compost per year, The volumse would be
further reduced by the portion of products seld through the
commercial market, such as landscapers and golf courses,
Baseline data are not available for the average number of cubic
feet of compost purchased by households per year or the
portion of households that purchase compost, Thus, it is

* Soma of this product volume might be sold at cost to the state
govarnment for use by the DOT and thus would not ba supplied on
the commercial market, However, given tha cument fiscal stuation
I orth Caraling, this is an undikely method of dispasition,
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difficult to determine what percentage increase inocurrent
purchases are represented by the potential volume from hog
wasle, However, it is likely that a small portion of the
households purchase compost on an annual basis, If we assurme
that 5% of households purchase compost, then households in
the six-state area would need to purchase an additional 0.8
cubic yards (22 cubic feet) to 5.6 cubic yards {151 cubic feet)
of compost per year. Increases of this magnitude are likely to
have substantial downwand effects on market pricas for
compost and other soil amendment products,

Finally, it is important to note thal adoeption of the
yermicompasting process by all producers instead of the
thermaophilic compesting process wolld also lkely lead o
substantial increases in product volumes relative Lo current
market volumes, Although the absolule increase in product
volumes s likely substantially less than if all producers adopted
the Super Seils technology, the peroentage increase rekstive Lo
current market volumes s much greater. Vermicompost is
currently a specialty product with imited awareness among
consumers and commercial purchasers and lmited avallabllity
at retall cutiets, Also, the current relative price of
vermlcompost praducts is substantially higher as a reflection of
the higher costs of production. If vermicomposting Is widely
adopted as an alternative waste treatment method for hog
waste, it Is also likely to have substantial downward effects on
market prices. In addition, it will be necessary to substantially
Increase market awareness If vermicomposting Is to be
considered a viable option,

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS FOR EVALUATING
THE MARKET FOR SOIL AMENDMENTS
DERIVED FROM HOG WASTE

In evaluating the demand for soll amend ments darived from
hag waste, several potentlal consumer perception ssues will
need to be investigated more fully. Although it is uncertain
whether producers are required to or will elect to state the
source of the feedstock on product packaging, purchasers may
request this information. On the one hand, producers may
helieve they will benefit from stating the product source if
purchasers view the production of compost as an
environmentally friendly method of waste disposal. However, it
will be imporlant to understand better whal concerns
purchasers may have and how these percepltions might affect
the potential demand for products.

3-13

66



Market Analysis of Swine Waste Co-Froductks: Sofl Amendments

Some of the potential concerns might include the following :

=  Negative views of the hog Industry in North
Carolina. Consumers may be reluctant to purchass
products that may be viewed as supperting the hog
industry because of publicity regarding envircnmental
praoblems assoclated with the hog Industry and potentlal
animal welfare issues resulting fromm the use of
canlinement operations and sow crates,

* Potential disease concerns. Consumears may
assoclate use of hog waste-der|ved products with
"awine" flu or other types of infections. Specifically
examples Include the following:

= Recently, the World Health Qrganization (WHO}
declared HIN1 "swine” influenza a Stage-5 pandamic
wirus. Although no scientific study proves or
disproves the possible spread of the vimus from
animal by-products to humans, liitle is known about
the source of the most recent strain and how the
virus spreads. Many consumers stopped purchasing
pork-related products altagether, hlaming the flu
outhreak on industrial hog farming practices
[Philpott, 200497,

—  Ower the past couple of decades, public concern has
grown about the use of nontherapeutic harmones in
livestock preduction. Many stidies have drawn links
betwean meat consumption and increasad antibiotic
resistance in commaon viruses and bacteria (Mellon,
2001). Although research has not proven links
hetween the use of animal waste by-products on
vegetable gardening and antibiotic resistance, there
is a possibility of negative consumer perception
about using animal waste by-products in household
wegetable gardens.

=  Concern about heavy metals and other possible
contaminants in hog waste-derived soil
amendments. Some resaarch has shown higber levels
of heavy metals in compost derived from hog waste than
from other feedstocks (Yang, 2005}, Although other
research has shown that heavy metal content has been
essentially eliminated in compaost produced using the
treatment optlons under consideration (Vanotti, 2005},
consumers aware of such issues may be skeptical.
Consumers may also be concerned that antibiotics fed to
pigs or disinfectants used in hog production facilities
may remain in composted products, Soil amendments
are often marketed with the term "organic” to refer to
the use of natural ingredients in thelr production; thus,
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consumers might assume that the feedstock is from

operations that do not use chemicals.
Market research that evaluates consumer perceptions of thess
Issues will help facilitate the development of markets for soil
amendments derlved from hog waste. This research wiil need
to consider the trade-offs. betwesn marketing a product as
benafiting the environment versus the possible negative
perceptions of the hog Industry and hog waste in the target
market areas,
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Conclusion

In this report, we evaluated the specific product charactaristics
for two composting processes that use hog waste as a
fesdstock, estimated current market volumes in Morth Carolina
and surrounding states, assessed potential supply of soil
amendments derived from hog waste in North Carolina, and
discussed possible implications of a supply increase of this
magnitude on the marketplace. In this section, we summarize
the general findings of this study.

4.1

Besed an our
cedcudations, the tatal
wolurme af soil
amendmaents that could
b= produced from hog
wasta in Morth Carolina
vaskly excesds the
current sales of these
products in Morth
Carolina and five
surmaunding states

4.1.1

SOIL AMENDMENT PRODUCTS AND SUPPLY

Soll amendments are produced from commercial and
noncommerclal sources. While compest and similar products
are marketed at many garden centers and home Improvement
warehouses, many municlpalities and communities produce
compost as a waste reduction effort. Some househelds have
personal compost eaps and bins used to process food and yard
wasta, Also, some nurseries recycle plant waste for use as soll
amendments in their own operations. However, in evaluating
the markets for soil amendment products derived from hog
waste, it 5 most relevant to focus on the supply of products
that will be traded in the markets.

Soil Amendments Derived From Hog Waste

Super Soils and Nature'sWay are two soil amendment products
that are derived from animal waste. Super Solls is thermophilic
compost, produced through the decompaosition of organic
materials, Nature'sWay Is vermicompost produced using
earthworms to break-down animal wasta into worm castings.
Both products claim to be ader and pathogen free, Both
companies have well-established product limes as well as plans
for future products, These products are priced competitively
with ather similar products in the marketplace.
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I all feeder-to-finish farms in Morth Carcling adopted
thermaphilic compasting as their waste management sbrategy,
Narth Carolina eould produce approvimately 6.7 million tons of
compost derived from hog waste annually (with an estimated
range of 2.3 to 17.6 millicn tons). If instead, all feeder-to-finish
larms in Morth Caroling adopted vermicemposting as a waste
management strategy, approximately 1.2 million tons could be
praduced annually, not including any additional bulking agents
that are typhcally added and thereby Increase total weight.

=2

4.2

MARKET DEMAND AND SUPPLY
IMPLICATIONS

Basad on extrapolated U.S. Census estimates, the six-state
primary market for soil amendments (including North Carolina,
South Caroling, Virginia, Georgia, Tennessee, and Maryland)
purchased approximately 156,000 and 189,000 tons of compaost
and potting soil, respectively, in 2007, This geographic area
was used because of the cost of shipping, as transporting
wompost derived from hog waste cutside the primary market
area is costly as a result of the weight of the product. As the
population fer the Southeast conlinues Lo increase al a laster
rate than the U.S. average, all potential demand sources for
soil amendments in the primary larget market will alsc likely
increasa, In addition, nterest In gardening appears o be on the
upswing and thus will transiate inte increased demand for all
types of soll amendment products,

Although interest in gardening and the population in the
prirmary tangel markel continue B increase, these increases
alone are not nearly sulficient to absorb the potentially large
increass in supply of soil amendments derived from hog waste.
In fact, the volume of compost produced from 11 to 83 average
feeder-to-finish farms {depending on separation efficiency), cut
of a total population of 1,240 feeder-to-finish farms in North
Carolina, would be sufflclent to supply the equivalent of the
estimated current market volume of compost in the skx-state
market.

The substantial gap between quantity demanded and potential
supply demonstrates the very real possibility of market
saturation shoukd all feeder-to-finish farmes in North Carolina
adopt either of these waste treatment technologies. Such
market saturation is likely to have substantial downward effects
on market prices for compost and other soil amendment
products, thus jeopardizing the economic feasibility of
Implementing technologles that rely on production of hog
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waste-derived soil amendments as a waste managemeant
stralegy.
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Pilot Project for Value-added Product Development from Solid Waste
Generated on Swine Farms
Super Soil Systems USA, Inc.
Final Report
October 14, 2009

Submitted by
Ray Campbell, Super Soil Systems USA, Inc.

Overview

Complete solutions to farm waste management include mechanisms for nutrient removal
and alternative use outside the intensive production region. The Super Soil waste treatment
system provides such a solution for swine production by flocculating, dewatering, and
removing solids from the liquid waste stream. Approximately 50% of Total Nitrogen, 75%
of Total Phosphorus, and 98% of Copper and Zinc in the waste stream are removed with
the solids. The remaining water is treated further to remove soluble nitrogen and
phosphorus. At the end of the process, the liquid has been sterilized and contains little or
no nitrogen, phosphorus, copper, and zinc. Odor and ammonia emissions are also
significantly reduced.

Solids removed from the waste stream are transported to a Central Processing Facility
where they are composted to kill pathogens and further reduce ammonia emissions and
odor. By the end of the process, nutrients are stable and the compost meets “Class A”
standards set by State and Federal regulations.

To enhance value of the composted waste, and provide market alternatives, Super Soil
manufactures value-added products from two different compost products made from swine
solids. Funding from the CIG project was used to purchase a grinder and develop a
mixing/bagging line that could be used to automate production and provide for bulk sales
and bagging. Since Super Soil’s goal is to develop several value-added products from
compost, flexibility was a major concern in development of the mixing/bagging line.

By purchasing a combination of new and refurbished equipment, Super Soil was able to
purchase a grinder for particle size reduction and install a computerized mixing/bagging
line including two 10 yd hoppers, two 4 yd hoppers, three small chemical hoppers, a
mixing head and conveyors to move product from beginning of the line to a separate
conveyor for bulk loading or bagging. A bagging system consist of a product hopper and
bag filling head for both one and two cu ft bags, a sealer, and conveyor to move the
product through bagging, sealing, and stacking/palletizing for shipping. The line will
process up to 60-70 cu yd/hr bulk or bags at the rate of 12-14 two cu ft bags or 18-20 one
cu ft bags/min. Since processing is very efficient, orders are processed on demand and
product inventory is minimized.
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Equipment installation was completed on June 24, 2008. Since that time, the
mixing/bagging line has been used on demand to process product for distribution in North
Carolina, South Carolina, and Virginia.

Funding

A total of $215,870 was received from CIG funding. Super Soil spent an additional
$1,861.20 on construction materials and subcontracts, $3,787.88 on construction labor, and
$25,000 on project management. Super Soil also furnished a 50 x 120 ft building (6,000 sq
ft) building valued at $217,000 for installation of the processing equipment. After
construction, Super Soil manufactured value-added products from composted swine solids
for distribution and sales in nursery and consumer markets and to DOT for use in the
Roadside Beautification Program.

Results/Accomplishments

Grant funds along with Super Soil’s contributions resulted in construction of a
manufacturing facility to process composted swine solids into value-added products for
sale in nursery and consumer markets. Processing capacity should be adequate to handle
solids received from a minimum of 10-15 standard sized finishing farms (5,880 head) in
North Carolina. Efficiency and processing speeds can be further enhanced as needed to
handle even larger capacity. The mixing/bagging line is constructed flexible enough to
allow processing of a wide variety of products as they are developed. Computer controls
make it easy to change recipes and to develop new products. The large hoppers
accommodate up to 4 ingredients while small chemical hoppers accommodate up to three
ingredients. The mixing head decreases particle size so that the compost does not have to
be ground to meet particle size and consistency standards. A conveyor system allows either
bulk or bag processing. An automated bagging and sealing system facilitates filling both 1
and 2 cu ft bags.

Lessons Learned

The decision to construct a mixing bagging line that is flexible proved to be very valuable
as we continue to develop new products. The working loads for belts and motors in the
equipment also proved to be critical for processing compost. Standard equipment designed
specifically for processing very light weight materials commonly used in the horticultural
industry may not perform well under heavy loads demanded for processing compost and
other wetter materials.

Moisture control in compost, bark and other ingredients prior to processing is critical for
trouble-free operation of grinders and mixing equipment. Super Soil is now making
arrangements to store all composted products and other ingredients under shelter or cover
for protection from rainfall.

As we began bagging, it became evident that a well trained staff working as a unit is
critical to maximizing efficiency with the processing equipment. The equipment can be
operated with as little as one individual but a minimum of 3-4 individuals is required for
optimal efficiency. The addition of palletizing and loading equipment will further enhance
efficiency.
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Transferability
The core processing equipment developed for this facility is transferable to similar
processing applications in the composting and landscaping industries.

Conclusions

The construction of a mixing/bagging line in an enclosed facility makes it possible to
produce value-added products from composted swine solids and other waste materials
year-round provided all of the ingredients are stored out of rain. The processing facility
makes it possible to manufacture a wide variety of products from composted swine solids
and other waste products. Moreover, it is a critical link in the removal of nutrients from
farms and utilization outside the intensive animal production region. In the end, such
facilities will be critical to reducing environmental impact of animal production while
providing a mechanism for expansion and alternative income sources.
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NatureWorks Organics
CIG Report

Submitted October 19, 2009
By
Bob Binkley, NatureWorks Organics

Background
NatureWorks Organics (NWO) is a North Carolina LLC that was originally formed
to create a waste remediation solution for North Carolina hog farms through
vermiculture of the manure solids captured from the waste stream on individual
farms. The resulting vermicompost (worm castings, vermicasts, etc.) would then
be sold in order to generate
revenue for the company and potentially offset some of the infrastructure costs.

While the scope of this report does not allow for an extensive, detailed status
account, it is adequate to state that the company’s original impetus and mission are
succeeding in regard to the revenue generation and this CIG project is well on the
way toward documenting the value of the remediation component.

In addition, NWO has made significant progress toward commercializing its
products and sells primarily into commercial fertilizer channels in bulk quantities.
The product is then used as-is or is blended with other organic inputs to create
products from potting substrates for nurseries to proprietary organic blends for
consumer, landscaper and farmer alike. The company is also developing a rapidly
growing retail channel which has more than doubled in 2009. Market data clearly
indicate that sales are related to products’ performance rather than their organic
nature.

Failure and Success
NWO was able to acquire a test in 75 “big box” stores of a particular retailer.
While the sales volume was not adequate to generate expansion, the learning from
the experience caused a change in marketing strategy/emphasis to
commercial/wholesale, as well as a better understanding of the retail marketplace
(including specific acceptance data) which have served well ever since. The
understanding of the customer acceptance cycle combined with the extensive,
university-based research behind NWO products have become the foundations of
commercial and retail channel success alike.

The company’s vermicomposting techniques have been a success throughout and
have continued to improve. Large-scale vermicomposting is a proven capability
across a wide array of waste materials. The company is in negotiations with two
large food processing companies that will pay “tipping fees” that will generate a
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modest profit and the vermicasts are purposed for a new product that will launch in
2010.

Project Cost
To date, NatureWorks’ expenditures are on the order of $185,000 including capex,
labor, travel and grant funds. Two projected harvests in 2010 from the CIG project
should generate a gross revenue number of ~ $460,000 with additional incremental
cost of $76,000.

Results
Validation of product pricing, along with the promise of margin improvement
during the next 24 months, is most likely the best result to date. The project has
also created the opportunity to further validate/improve vermicomposting
techniques, as well as to collaborate with two other small companies that will
further enhance remediation capabilities and product line. It is the consensus of
NWO’s board that the results to date of this project have exceeded the original
justification for projected and unanticipated costs to date.
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